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The PRESIDENT togk ithe Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

OBITUARY—HON. F. H. PIESSE,
C.M.G., LETTER IN REPLY.

The PRESIDENT: I have received the
following reply io the letter of eondolence
which T sent to Mrs. Piesse:—

Kobeelya, Katanning, July 13th, 1912,

The Hon. the President, Legislative

Couneil, Perth.

Dear Sir,—T gratefully acknowledge
your kind leiter eonveying the resolu-
tion of condolence in our recent sorrow,
as passed by your Honourable House.
May I ask you, dear sir, to express to
the lhonourable members of the Legis-
Tative Council the deep apprecialion and
thavnks of myself and fumily for the
generous sympathy they have shown.
Their mark of respeet for a good hus-
hand and kind father will always be
clierished by us all.  1With sineere
thanks to yowrself also, I remain,
yours sincerely, Mary J. Piesze.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the COLONIAL SECRETARY: 1,
Amendment of by-laws of the Goldfields
TWater Supply Administeation; 2, Papers
relating to ckaim by Mr. Ernest Mead for
compensation for damage caused by fire
at Brunswick Junetion {ordered on mefion
by Hon, M. L. Moss).

AMOTION — RAILWAY DEVIATION,
WONGAN HILLS-MULLEWA, TO
INQUIRE.

Standing Orders Suspension.
Hon. . SOMMERS (Metropolitan): I
desire to move without notice—
That so much of the Standing Orders
be suspended to enable me to move
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the following motion:—“That a Select
Committee of five hon, members of this
House be appointed to inquire into the
reasons for the deviation of the 1Woengan
Eills-Mullewa Railway anthorised to be
constructed by Aet No. 16, 1911, with
power to send for persons, papers, and
records, and 1o report thereon, and on
the line generally, to this honourable
House on Tuesday, Gth August, 19127
Is it nccessary to give reasons at ihis
stage?

The PRESIDENT: I have heard the
veasons for urgeney, and 1 am salisfied,
but. I think the hon. member might state
the reasons briefly.

Hon, C. SOMMERS: The veason for
bringing the motion forward at this stage
as a matter of wrgency is that I under-
stand from the leader of the ITouse that
there is a possibility of the House at iis
rising to-night adjourning for a fortnight.
If the committee are appointed to-day
they will have an opportunity of taking
evidenee and viewing the devialien in the
inferval. I think it is a matter of urgeney,
because a gquantity of material is on the
ground and a number of men are ready
to commence work, and if the deviation
is not to fake plaee it is desirable in the
interesis of the settlers that nn loss of
time should oceur on aceount of this in-
quiry.

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY (Iast): I
seennd tha motion.

Question put and passed.

The PRESIDENT: T declare that the
motion has been passed by an absolute
majority of the Counail.

Select Committee appointed.

Hon, C, SOMMERS: I now move—
That a select committee consisting of
the Homs. T. H. Wilding, J. E. Dodd,
R. J. Lynn, H. P. Colebatch, and I.
M. Clarke be appointed to enquire inlo
the reasons for the devialion of the
TWongan Hills-Mullewa Railway, with
power 1o send for persons, papers, and
records, and to report thereon and on
the line gemerally to this Thonourable
House on Tuesday, Gth August, 1912.
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Some eighteen months ago the line was
surveyed to hug the eastern slope of the
Wongan Hills. Originally there was a
Lattle of rouwres as to whether the line
~hould o east or west of the Wongan
Hills range. and as there were believed to
he diffienlties in connection with earvyving
the line to the west, a8 compromise was
arrived at that the line should hug the
hills on the eastern side. v, Daglish, the
then Minister f'or Works, stated in an-
other place that the line would bug the
eastern slope of the hills as closely as
practicable in order to enable setilers to
the wesl lo he as near as possible to the
line. T max explain that the Wongan
Hills are a steen and rugged range that
can only he erossed at two places; one
place is called the Gap, which is six or
seven mriles south of the northern end of
the hills, and the other means is by going
round the hills at the north end.

The PRESIDEXNT: I do not want to
cheek the hon. member, but I think all
this informalion might be given in the re-
port of the select cormmittee.

Hon. . SOMMERS: I only wish to
satisfy the House as to the necessity for
this committee. but if the House is satis-
fied, I have no desire o go further into
the matler at this staze.

Question put and passed.

BILL—INTER-STATE DESTITUTE
PERSONSE RELIEF.
Introduced by the Colonial Secvetary
and vead a first time.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Secenth Doy—Amendment,

Debale resumed from the 11th July on
the maotion for the adoption of the Ad-
dress-in-reply and on the amendment by
the Hon. M. T. Moss—*That all the
words affer ‘sovereign’ be struck out
with a view of Inserting the following
words: ‘und lo protest against the ex-
pendifure ineurred by your Excellency’s
Minister’s without an Act of appropria-
tion, such procedure being derogatory to
the privileges of Paliament and subver-
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sive of the Constitution, while i ad-
dition thereto the proposal econtuined in
vour Excellency’s Speech, implying that a
ratification by the Legislative Assembly
of such unanthorvised expenditure is sutli-
cient in law, ignores the constitutiounal
rights of the Legislative Council.

Hon. R. D. McKENZIE (North-East) ¢
i\s one of the representatives ot the gold-
fields in this House, may I be allowed to
prefaee my remarks on the question hetore
us by congratulating the State generally
and the residents of the agricultural dis-
triets more particularly on the heneticeut
raing that we have had during the past
two or ihree weeks, Things from an
agricultural peint of view were beginning
to look very pgloomy and we know that
when agrieultural interesis are affected it
iz going {o affect the interests oF
the Stale as a whole. One cannot help
thinking what a lot Nature can do by dis-
tribuiing a copious rainfall over the State
and what a litile Parliament can do in
comparison with what Nature can do for
an industry sueh as agricolture. May I
alse express the wish that, considering the
bounteouns rains we have had, we will have
a plentiful harvest, and that all these
people who have gone on the land and
taken to the agrienitural industry will
reap that reward they so richly deserve. [
also offer my congratulatiens to those
members of the Chamber who have hecn
re-elected or have been returned unop-
pused to this House again, T regret the
absence of many old friends from the
Chamber, Some of them have left the
State; some have decided to go out of
polities; some unfortunately have also
left this earthly abode. T think 1 may
safely say that during the whole of the
time I have been a member of this Cham-
her, some eight years now, there has been
the utmost good feeling among the mem-
hers of the House. Looking ovver the
iomes of those members who were in the
Chamber when T first jeined, I find that
there are at present only some bwelve or
thirteen left, As I was saying, during
the whole time [ have been in the House
there has been the utmost good feeling
amang members, and in welcoming new
members to the House may T express the
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wish that the same good' feeling that has
pervadled the Chambermin the past will be
followed up ‘irow we liave 50 many-new
menthers ambugst us. In  addressing
myself to the guestion' before the House,
may I say that it is a most unusunal thing
—1 do not think it has bappened before
since I have been in the Chamber—that
an amendment to the Address-in-reply
should be moved. Therefore it is a seri-
ous matter and ene to which members
must give serious consideration bafore
they vgte. 1 regret that there is a neces-
sily for an amendment to be moved on
this oceasion, but I think from the tenor
of the debate so far it will be agreed by
members that there is a necessity for it,
and I fully expect to see the amendment
carried. The franehise for this Chamber
is probably the mosit liberal franchise in
eonnection with an Upper House in Aus-
fralia—we ave well in touch with the
houscholders of the State, as the £17
franchise practically allows every house-
hvlder in the Siate to be eutitled to be on
the roll—and the legislation passed by
this Chamber and put on the statute-book
hias’ been fairly liberal, T think as liberal
as ha& been put on the various statute-
hooks' of othier parts’of Australia,” show-
ing that the House has assiStell id putbing
libevin] législdflvn on --the’ *statuteé-book.
The fecent elections also woillit show that
the Chamber possesses the confidence of
the electors for the Upper House, as most
members who were seeking the confidence
of their constituents again weie returnéd,
and in some instances by very large ‘ma-
jovities indeed. Tt was only on the gold-
fields where there was any want of confi-
‘denée shown in the Upper Honse during
the last election. Now, one asks one’s
self the question—why should the present
Government seek to ignore this Chamher?
The Constitution of Western Ausfralia
provides for the bi-cameral system of
legislation.  One Chamber is meant to
he a House of review, its funetions being
rather of n judicial than of an initiatory
characier.  The faet of this Chamber
being in existence to act as a House of
review has had a very wholesome effert
on the legislation of the State. I do not
care what party is in power, or whal

entireli”
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party+is dominant in another place, this
Chamber kas a very wholeséme effect on

-the legislation, hbrought «forward. It has

on many oceasions been able .te check

what may be termed hasty legislation, and

in many instances it has been umseful in
revising the legislation sent to uws from
another place. .It has heen said that to
the President and the Chairman of Com-
miitees and also the leader of the House
members generally look to have the rights
and privileges of the House conserved
and the Constitution upheld, but there are
times when even the President and the
Chairman of Committees eannoft lock
after the interests of the Chamber. In
such circunstinees we look more particn-
larly to the leader of the Hounse who sils
in C'abinet and has powers no other mem-
ber of the Honse possesses; but if he fails
to look after our rights and privileges,
then, in that extremity, members them-
selves must look after their own interests;

“and Tean assure you, My, President, that

meinbers of ithe Hounse will jealously
guard their rights and privileges. Tt has
been sald during the rorse of this debatie
that“this iz a party House. 1 deny this
With the exception that we
have ‘six” meémbers wHo' eall themselves
Labeitbites or Sodialists, all the members
of Hie Houde are pledged to do the best
they ean for the State as a whole. They
coute ‘here free and untrammelled; they
do not eome here to Vite at'the dictates of
any_canend.  Chuens has deeided on fhe
abalitimi’ of" this CHambet.  Whether it
be a riglit o a trong Policy, the six mem-
bers T Lave referved to hai%’ dome here
pledged {o obey that eancns dnd pledged
to abolish this'House at the ficst oppor-
tunity. "Tn faet they have but one object
in doming here. Iow can these six mem-
hers honestly engage in the duties of re-
vising legislation propounded by the
dominant party in another Chamber?
They come here bound hand and foob to
vote according te the dictates of caneus.
AMr. Cornell in his speeeh admitted that
it was an impossibility for a member of
the Labour party to come to this Honse
and vote against against anv legislation
that is put throngh hy the deminant party
m another place.
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Hon. B. €. O’Brien: They simply fol-
low their platform.

Hon. R, D. McKENZIE: They come
here bound hand and foot.

Hon. B. . O'Brien: You know their
platform.

Hon. R. D, McKENZIE: They come
here bound hand and fooet to vote accord-
ingn to the dictates of caucus.

Hon. F. Connor : Their tongues are not
hound.

Hon, R. D. McKENZIE: No; but
when it comes to voling we find they are
always on the one side. I believe Mr.
Cornell honestly helieves in the opinions
he expressed. Thevefore I claim that
there are only six members of the House
who ean be termed to belong to a party;
and if the House is to be termed a party
House, the responsibility must lie with
the six members returned by the Social-
istie party.

Hon, B. C. O'Brien: The House has
recently shown it is very much a party
House.

Hon R. D. MecKENZIE : The existence

. of this House is probably responsible for
the present Administration having an op-
portunity to earry out the many pro-
mises made on the hustings during the elec-
tions thai took place towards the end of
last year. The Government in existence
at that time, that is the Wilson Govern-
ment, were accused, among other sins
of omission and commission, of having in-
ereased the cost of living and the eost of
the necessities of life. On the other hand
the Socialistic party went round and said
not ouly that if they got into power they
would be pledged to reduce the cost of
living, bunt also that they would do it;
and the electors of Western Australia, se-
care in the knowledge that there was an
Upper House, elected to give the Social-
istic party the opportunity for carrying
their platform promises into effect:; the
electors, secure in the knowledge that any
legislation of a reactionary nature, or
likely to do any great amount of damage
to the State and its interests, would be
checked or revised by this House, gave the
present party the opportunity to get on
the Treasury bench and show the people
of the State whether they were able to
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carry out the promises that they made or
the hustings. One of the first things I
thought ihe Labour party would do when
they got on to the Treasury beneh, and
when they gained power, was touse their
influenee with the Federal Government
and point out the necessity for a revision
of the tariff. We all know, from statisties
recently issued, that during the past year
fourteen millions of money was collected
by the Customs from the four miilion odd
people in Australia. This is an enormous
amount to extraet from the pockeis of the
people, and nobody knows bettér than
those who in this Chamber represent the
worker that the tariff which we have built
around us in Auwstralia is responsible, to
a large extent indeed, for the high cost
of living. Take sueh items as necessarily
enter into the caleulations of every work-
ing man, namely, jams, tinned fruits,
tinned milk, boots and shoes, elothing of

all deseriptions, building material, and

many other items; all these ecarry a tre-
mendously high tariff. The duty collected
on them is put on the invoiced eost
of the goods by the merchant, and by
the time they are retailed to the eonsumer
this makes a very considerable difference
indeed in their cost. Bue we do not find
that the dominating party in Western
Australia have approached their friends
on the Commonwealth Treasury benches
with a view to trying to seeure a reduetion
in the cost of living, per medium of the
tariff; on the other hand, we find them
prepared to rush, in an uneonstitutional
way, into an industry of which they have’
no experience. They have rushed into
this, and it means the expenditure of en-
ormous sums, while at the very best it can
only be an experimeni. Anyone who list-
ened to the remarks of Mr. Connor in his
able address two or three evenings ago
could not but be convinced that the Gov-
ernment have entered into a project that
will spell disaster. It was clearly pointed
out to us that the high cost of meat can-
not bhe ascribed to the price the cattle
bring in he North-West, or to the charges
incurred in bringing them down in the
steamers; bhecause the average wholesale
price of meat in Perth was shown to be

2344, per lb. Clearly the reason for the
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high cost of this item of [iving must be
looked for elsewhere than in either the
price charged by the grower or for the
bringing of the stock down to the port.
Right bere I waut to say very distinetly
that T am going to support this Govern-
ment or any other Government who may
be trying honestly to effect a reduction in
the cost of living, that is to say, honestly
and constitutionally. T want to see the
purchasing power of the sovereign in-
ereased. 1t is noit so much the guestion
of sceing wages raised as of seeing the
purchasing power of the soveréign in-
creased. 3o far, we have not been taken
into the confidence of the Government,
for they have not laid before us their
complete scheme, YWe see by the news-
papers that the Government bave taken
an option over the Swan Meat Company’s
butchering establishment. Whether or not
this be true I ecannot say. but it would
have been more honest in the Government
had they told us their intentions, even
though it were that they proposed to
start at A and keep on to Z in their
efforts to reduce the price of meat. If
there be rings and monopolies—of which
I am a strong opponent—in Western Aus-
tralia, every member of the House will
veadily assist. the Government to break
down those monopolies and rings. My
friend Mr. Sanderson said that State so-
eialism was a bad poliey frem start to
end, and he also deelared that he would
not nssist’ private enterprise. I cannot
agree with Mr. Sanderson in those views;
becanse, apart from the State-ownership
of the railways, tramways, water supplies,
post office, telephones, telegraphs. and last
but not least,~State hatteries, there are
many instanees in which the State is
justified in lannching out into an industry.
I believe the Government would have been
on far safer grounds if they had
gone into the timber indusiry before
they went inte the meat industry.
Last year, I think it was, in this Chamber
Mr. Moss made an admirable speech in
which le pointed oui the way in which
timber eoncessions were being abused. He
told us, I think, that 300,000 acres of
timber were held by one corporation, and
that most of the concessions were dum-
mied, to evade the eonditions attached to
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the ficenses. He said ihai each avea held
by this covporation should have a sub-
stantial and fully-equipped mill and plant,
and that in respeet to other Crown leases,
such as gold oining and mineral, labour
conditions are provided, and, in default
of these conditions being complied with,
summary forfeiture follows. 1 say the
Governmwent would have beenr much safer
in going into this timber industry first.
I understand they intend to do so later
on, but they should have done it straight
away, for in this instance they own the
raw material, and a special asset it is.
The previons Administration decided,
some time ago, beeause of the high price
of seantling and vallway timber, to start
a mill in the intevest of the Railway De-
partment, That mill was duly started
by the Wilson Governmeul, and has been
a pronounced success, 1he timher being
supplied to the department at an infinitely
less cost than it would have been through
private individuals. If the Government
o into ihis industry they will certainly
have my support, and, so long as they can
get Parlinmentary authority for the neces-
sary expenditure, I am sure it will be a
good thing for the State. Again refer-
ring to the remarks made by Mr. Sander-
son, T contend the State is sometimes justi-
fied in assisting private enterprise. We
have had an iostanee of this in respect to
the Collie coal indusiry. I am told that
had it not been for the support given to
that industry by the Railway Depart-
tnent the industry must have died. Again,
T believe we would be justified in assisting
private enterprise in the export of the .
various agriculiural produets, such as
flour. There are certainly limes when it
does not do to stick to hard and fast lines.
No business has been suceessfully built
up, the proprietor of which started in a
small way and laid down ecertain rules
from whieh he was determined not to de-
viate; raiher have all successful busi-
nesses been built up on a system of allow-
ing a little latitude one way and another,
and I say the same principle wilt be found
to apply to the State. In the Speech very
little mention is made of the mining in-
dustry; it was passed over with the good
old platitudes that the Government were
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imbued with the necessity of encourag-
ing the industry. Only a few days ago the
report of the Mines Department was laid
on the Table. and I may say it is not
pleasant reading to a man who has the
whole of his interests on the goldfields.

It shows that the gold produetion
has dropped away, vear by year,
and that the nuomber of men em-

ploved in the industry is falling away
also. One has only to iravel about the
mining distriets 1o find towns almos( de-
serted, and to see that the industry is in
a bad way indeed. Although, perhaps,
the gold mining industry did not alto-
gether huild up Western Ausiralia, vet it
Lelped to do this. fo a verv great extent.
The industry in Western Ausivalia pro-
dueced to the end of 1911 no less a sum
than £103,850,487 and paid £22,177,659
in dividends, while it employvs, at the pre-
sent {ime, no fewer -than 16,596 men. If
vou refer to statisties you will find that
one man employed in the gold mining in-
dustry will earry at least five others of
the population on his back. This means
that at least one-third of the population
of Western ‘Australia owes it--existence
‘even at.the present time to the great gold
‘muining industryi-The Minister for Mines,
the Hon. I>. Collier, speaking at Coolgar-
die some time stnee, -admitted that fact,
nanelv, that eune<thivd of the popalation
were heing supported by the gold mining
industry,” An industiy of -thix nature. (o
“whieh the Sate undoubtedly owes a aveat
‘mea=ure of its prasperity, and to which
all- the members of the present {iovern-
ment owe their politieal;existence—for
this industry fo be passed over in' Lhe
Speech with the statemnent that Ministers
are imbued with the necessity of giving
it furtber assistance is. in My opinion, a
very senrvy way of treating it. The (Gov.
ernment have been nine mmonths in office.

Hon, . G, Ardagh: The last Govern-
nmerd were six venrs in office, and did no-
1hine.

Hon, R, D. MW ENZIE: I will come
to that pre-ently., The Government have
been nine months in olfiee.  They went up
and down the lengilh and brendth of the
State. before the elections. declaring what
they were poing 1o do.  Among other
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things, they asserted they were going to
galvanise, life in the miring industry, I
eannot learn that they have done anything
new at all to assist the industry. Mr.
Avrdagh says the previous Administration
was in power for six years. They were,
and they did a lot for the indusiry during
those six years. They built the following

mining  railways:—DMount Magnet to
Sandstone. Coolgardie to  Norseman,

Marble Bar, Meekatharra, Ravensthorpe,
and Bullfineh. They constructed water
supplies all over the State; they ent
tracks through unexploved country, and
put dams and tanks at short stages alongs
thase traeks, in ovder that the prospector
might get out into the baek country. They
kept an equipment of camels, tools, earts,
and drays, which they were always ready
to lend out to prospectors; they made ad-
vances for deep-sinking, advances against
machinery: they increased the peologieal

staff to its present strength of 13 or 14;

they appointed a petrologist, and they put
down bores by diamond drills and by
manual plants, They were largely res-
ponsible for the existence of the Stain
hatteviez: we have, at present, 33 of tlese
hatteries in operation, and from the in-
ception of the system to the end of 1911
these hatteries recovered by nmalgammion

- £3,146,990, and by eyanidation £429,000,

or a total of €3576,264, These hatteries
have cost £294,732, of whieh £198,751 was
provided from lgan funds and £€61.951
was provided from revenwe. The pre-
vious Administration were not-afrnid to
take raoney out of loan funds to help this
grest industry along.  They did nol insist
oh these batteries - paving working ex
peases, hecanse 1 think that up to Decem-
her, 1611, the expenditure exceeded re-
ceibls to the oxtent of £28,870. There lias
been an averaze for some vears of £50,000
searly spent by the Cloveroment in as-
sisting wiul developing the miniiygr bndins-
wy. 1 em only =ay | hope the present
Admiistration will fellow in the foot-
steps of thelr predecessors with regard
to he way they have treated the mining
indusivy, Mo far as 1 ean see. nofhing new
has been dune. Thex have followed lo a
cerlain extent timidly along the fines laid
down hy (heir jrcdecessors. [ ogive them
eredit (hat they Lave redieed the eosi of



[16 Jeov. 1912.]

water to the luw-grade propositions in
Kalgoorlie. That will probably mean the
emj-lovment of 2 number of men, and {
would not be doing my duty if T did nat
give the (lovernment evedit for that. 1
further admit it is ditlicult {0 know what
to do in the shape of assistance which nay
be termed new for the mining industry.
The Tederal Government are certainly not
assisting ws.  The Labowr party are the
dominaut party there. and they are in-

creasing the cost of living. T am
told they intend to  inerease AN~
ation through the Customs House, If

the cost of living increases, then of neces-
sity the wages of workers must Increase
m proportion, and if this is so, the mining
industry has arived now at about almost
the breaking point. If we vaise the cost
of gold production, then in the near
future ¥ fear theat many more of the
mines wil be closing down, and that will
not be in the best interests of the State.
The present administration, as well as
all other legislators in Aastralia, should
be anxious te find some method by which
they ean encourage ihe industry. T admit
it is 2 most diifieult matter. It is a prob-
lem which was up against the past ad-
ministration, and I have no doubt it is
against the present administvation. In the
first place, as I have stated in this House
hefore, and T state it again, the prospector
is the backbone of the mining industry in
its last resort. The prospector must there-
fore be assisted, and assisted by every
possible legitimate means in our power.
If he does not go out in the wilds and in-
to the anviferouns country, we shall have
no mines to take the place of those which
are gradually being depleted now. After
we have taken steps to get the prospee-
tor ont, we want capital to develop the
industry, The other night Mr, Moess said
sovereigns were eapifal. We cannot de-
velop the mining industry withont sov-
reizns. 1t takes a good many sovereigns
to equip a mine, and until we have equip-
ped a mine we eannot expect to get gold
out of it. In addition to assisting the
prospector, and this is one of the prin-
eiple things to be done, we must encour-
age eapital to come heve. We certainly
must show that we sareelves have faith
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in the industry. The present adminis-
tration should follow in the footsteps of
their predecessors. They should not be
afvaid to build more mining railways. I
would suggest the extension of the line
to Mavvel Locl, Parvker’s Range, Lawlers,
Alt. Sir Samuel, and Wiluna, Mi Jaek-
gon, and i the immediate foture to Qra
Banda. T think no Government can do
wrong by connecting these districts with
the present railway system of Western
Australin. Tt would cheapen the cost
of werking the mines, and it would give
them cheaper supplies of firewood. It would
ghow that this State at least has faith in
the gold mining industry, and that would
be an encouragement for those who have
money to invest it in the mining industry,
We should encourage immigrakion in the
interests of mining. We should not adopt
a ‘““dog in the manger’’ poliey and say
that we arc going to keep Western Aus-
tralia for the Western Australians, or
that we do not want suitable popula-

tion to come in and work our agui-
cultural and mining industries. We

must encourage inmmigration if we expect
the mining industry to go ahead. An-
other thing which iz militating against
capital coming into the Siate is ihe un-
cerfainty of the renewal of mining leases.
It is something like twenty years sinece
the first baich of leases were taken up
on the Eastern Goldfields. The term of
these leases is about to expire and no
provision has yet heen made for their re-
newal. This is a question which ouglt
to be fixed up at the earliest possible
moment, Tt is not fair to the companies
that they should have to go on working
their mines without knowing how they
will be treated when the last day of their
lease comes. Yhether in remewing these
leases we are going to extraet a royalty
or some other equilable means I do not
know, and I do not say for a moment that
they should get tleir leases on the same
terms ns before, but I do say that these
leases should be fixed up, and where com-
panies requirve renewals they should be
granfed on equitable terms with as little
delay as possible. Another question
which the Labour party seem to regard
witl.  suspieion ia the guestion of
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seeurity of tenure. I say some equitable
security of tenure should be given to in-
duce capital to come liere. The industry
at its best is a most speculafive one.
It probably costs more sovereigns to get
an ounce of gold than an ounce of gold
is worlh; consequently many people who
put money into the mdustry do sv with-
out getting any adequate return. Again
we shoutd look o our company law,
and see that the shaveholders in the
different mining companies arve faivly
treated. I think it was Mr. Connolly
who gave us an iustance of one mine
at least, the shareholders of which had
been treated very unfairly by directors
sitling in London. We should have sim-
ultaneous reports, that is reports should
be available to shareholders in Australia
at the same fime as they are made avail-
able to shareholders Living in London or
on the Confinent. We should insist on
legislation to give us one responsible
director at least in every mining eom-
pany who would reside here, and be re-
sponsihle {o the law for any mis-state-
ments made in eonnection with his par-
ficular mine. We shonld have the right
of oificial entry, examination and reporf
with regard fo every mine. Tlese are
some of the recommendations which
were made by lhe Royal Commission,
which sat same years ago, in connection
with tie Boulder Deep Levels scandal
and the Perseverance scandal. Not even
the worst cnemics of Mr. Gregory or of
the previous administration could say
that that gentleman was not ansxiouns
to conserve the interests of miners
working in our deep mines. T say, and
My, Gregary agreed with me, that the
lives of the men shounld be the first eon-
sideralion of any administration. A
Royal Commission on Miners’ Disenses
sat and presented their report and re-
commendations.  Noxions fumes have
heen dealt with in an able manner hy the
Government Analvst; sanitary arrange-
ments arve being looked after; the explo-
sives nsed are strietly supervised. and any-
thing which will not pass is not allowed
to go into econsumption. T think from the
few remarks I have made on this ques-

tion that it will be obvious to the Minister
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for Mines and the Government genverally
that the mining industry reqnires very
careful consideralion. If we are not go-
ing to allow it to go down lower than it
is at present, some steps must be taken tn
ensure that the present out-put is main-
tained. Only vesterday word was received
in Kalgoorlie that from an old abandoned
goldfield at Knrnalpi, between 400 and
300 ounces were brought in, and a few
days prior to that two prospectors came
in with about 200 ounces. This shows the
possibilities even of the old fields, which
by some people are regarded as being
worked out. Ova Banda is a very old gold-
Reld. I think the Governor mentioned
that it is one of our new goldfields. That
only goes to show fhe ignorance of the
Minister for Mines. Ora Banda is prae-
tically as old as algoorlie. Mr. Gregory
wag giving special aktention to it for
vears, Kight or perhaps more vems ago,
he lent money to the proprietors of the
Ora Banda mive lo enable them to sink
a water shaft and put o pipe line down
to convey water fo the hatfery. During
the past two or three vears everv effort
has been made to assist the men who Lave
heen on the field to remain there. A sub-
sidy was given lo the peonle there to
crect a condenser, so that the men would
not have. to go away, and during the
drouaht of fast vear it was arranged that
wafer should be supplied at 8s. per 100
sallops. There is a splendid cement con-
crefe dam eovered over for the benefit of
the people living there. Again, there are
larce tauks which were built 16 o 18
years age, one at Waverley and one af the
45-Mile. An interjection was made some
dayvs azo about Ora Banda fo the effect
that this field had been neslected. T em-
phatieaily deny thal statement. MMr. Gre-
fory was anxious fo give people at Ora
Banda a fair chance to prove what the
field was worth and I am glad te say to-
day that a company have taken on some
of the leases and are proposing to work
them on a large =eale. T hope it will not
he long before Ora Banda is connected
by railway with Broad Avrow. There are
one or two other remarks that I would
like to make. One is with regard to edu-
cation. I compliment the present admin-
istration on their desire to ive increased
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faci'ities for edneating the voung jeople
of Western Australin,  Alihouglh this is
goine fto cost a great deal more money
and nlihengh the education vole is increas-
ing vear by vear, it is one of those bills
which the faxpaver foots with a smile.
He i= gquite prepared to pay it beeause he
knows that we will reap the henefit of the
instruetion that the ehildren will receive.
The Governer's Syeceh states that second-
ary sehools are to be established in Kal-
goorlie mud Boulder. [ {hisk ilis is an
admiveble scheme. Some fime ago we es-
tnblished eoatinnation schools, and T am
very olad to see the proposal to establish
secondary schools. These, working in con-
Junction with the Sehool of Mines, will
go a great way towards supplying stu-
dents for the University when it is estab-
lished, and while T am speaking of the
University, T want to say T hope arrange-
ments will he made whereby the School of
Mines at Kalgnorlie will be affilinted with
that institution., T understand the Teehni-
cal School in Perth has been affiliated with
the University of Adelaide for some years
and the School of Mines is nof. It is
within the knowledge of members of this
House also that the Sehool of Mines is
controlled by the Mines Department. and
the Technieal School is controlled by the
Edueation Department. I am not going
to say whether if is a good or bad thing
that this dnal eontrol shounld exist. The
head of the Teehnical School in Perth

also  eontrols the School of DMines
in Kalgoorlie. T think the Covern-
ment might take steps while they

have such an able man as Mr, Gunn in
the State tfo have a complete overhan!
of {he School of Mincs. Such a thing
would not do any harm. The School of
Mines is not inspecied as the State and
Technieal Schools ave, and T think it
would probably do some good if such an
inspection were made by a man of Mr.
Gunn’s ability. With regard to the water
supply. the Speech mentions that the
whole of the supplies of the State have
been amalgamated, that is, the supplies in
the Metropolitan area and the Goldfields
as well as those which were previously
controlled by the Mines Department. I
think it 1s to the credit of the present Ad-
ministration that this has been done, and
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I truzi now the department will see the
necessity for construeting a storage reser-
voir in Lalgoorlie. This was under the
consideraiion of the previous Administra-
tion, wlho realised that the capacily of the
pipe line to Kalgoorlie has been seviously
decreasing vear by vear, owing to chemieal
and other action. In winter when there
ie not such o great demand for water
this =torage reservoir could he filled and
then there would be no danger of a short-
age in the succeeding summer. As {he
rositicn 1s at the present fime there is al-
ways the danger of a shortage during the
summer months. The service reservoir
could anly earry one day’s supply and
there is the possibility of the goldfields
being left withont any water. T eom-
mend this to the attention of the Gov-
ernment, Mr. Patrick in his speech
stated that those who were along the pipe
track had been harshly treated, I have
no desire to see the farmers harshly
treated, but at the same time I have ve-
eollections of Mr. Patriek more than once
in this Chamber stating that the gold-
fields water scheme should be made to
pay, and I think be is the last member
who should say that the Ctovernment are
not treating the farmers on the pipe traek
fairly and squarely, With regard to the
nuestion of immigration, I think it is a
goed thing for the State that the pre-
vions Adwinistration enterved inte con-
tracts with two of the shipping companies
to bring ont a certain number of immi-
grants, otherwise, owing to the poliey of
the prezent GGovernment, there wounld have
been very few immigrants indeed coming
to this State. On reading the report of
the Mines Departwent, which was laid on
the table of the House lately, T nolice it
stated that there has been an undounbted
shortage of labour. Tf that is the ease.
what possible objection could the present
Administration have to bringing in suit-
able immigrants for both the mining and
the agrienltural industries. With regard
to the finances of the State, T am one of
those who is not alarmed in the least at
the existing position of affairs,  The
deficit is fairly large, bnt I do not think
it is anything we need worry about. Our
trouble, however, must be to see that it
does not mo on inereasing. I think the
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iovernment wade a very great mistake
when they issued debentures loeally at
4 per cent, That had (he effect of mop-
ping up a lot of the available spare cash
of tiie people. Iany who had their money
in 1he banks on eurrent account took it
out and put it into the Government de-
bentures. with the result that there was
a shortage of money in the banks, and the
banks immediately raised lheir rates of
interest to such an extent, that T am told
it is possible to-day to get 114 per
cent. for a fixed deposit of two years.
This action has had {he effeet of making
money very dear. As it is, the rafes have
gone up to such an extent that they are
almost prohibitive to traders and others.
The Federal bank are giving 3 per cent.
on eurrent aceount and this will have the
effect of keeping the money markei very
tight, Then we hear that the Federal
bank will take the Savings Bank from us.
I do not feel greatly alarmed at that, be-
canse I believe that the money we horrow
from the Savings Bank is very denr
maney to the State. I am prefty sure in
stating that the money that we get from
the Savings Banlk eosts us 4% per cent..
and we can go on the London marketl and
borrow for much lesg than that. T am
inclined to think that it will not he a had
seheme for the Tederal people fo take
over our Savings Bank, because T am told
they are going to allow us fo retain three-
fourths of the amount on deposit, and we
shall thus hiave to find for them anly one
quarter.

Mem, M. L. Moss: Whal guarantee
have we {hat they will give ns that three-
fourths for longer than a month or two.

Hon. R, D, MeKENZIE: T have no
Lkuowledee of a zuarantee at all. T am
ouly speaking of what T have heard, hut
1 do rot think that the fact that they are
golne to tuke over the Savings Bank need
WOrry us.

Hon, M. .. Moss: T wish T eould think
=0 loa.

Hon. R, D, MeKEXRZIE: T think we
shall wet a pretty fair deal ont of it; we
ghall be allowed to retain thiree-fourths
of ihe deposits.

ITon. M. L. Moss: We were going to
zet 23s, per head of the population for
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twenty-five years and we are only getting
that amount for ten years.

Hon. R. I MeKENZIE: One hon.
member speaking n few days ago made
some remarks derogatory to the previous
Government. He said that when the pre-
sent (Governmenlt came into power the
Treasurer had discovered a minute which
showed that there would be a deficit at
the end of the finanecial year, that was in
June last, of £116,000. There was such
a minuie left behind in the Treasury, hut
the Lon, mewmber who spoke about this,

I refer to Mr. Kirwan—I am the hon.

members know the reputation that Mr.
Kirwan holds for fairness—and 1 will
only say that the remarks he made are
an a par with other actions of his, not
only in this ITouse, but in other ways,
that is with regard to fairness.  This
minnte was in existenee; it was an esti-
mate and T think hon. members shounld
have a knowledge of what il savs, and
with the permission of the House T pro-
pose to read it. Tt was a minute that
was ealled for by the Colonial Treasurer
and it reads—
In accordance with your inslructions
T have obtained from Deparimenis an
cslimale of revenue nnd expenditere for
four months ending 31st Deceisber veat.
2, The ftotal estimated reeeipts, in-
cluding Commonwealth, amounts to
£1.357,657 and the estimated expendi-
{ure amounts fo £1.263,0:440. The esti-
mated surplus on the four months’
{ransactions is £94,617. There was,
however, a defieit of £78.230 on 3ist
August, and therefore the estimated sur-
plus on 31st December next i= €16,387.
3. The expenditure for July and Angust
was £373,037. and the estimated expen-
ditnre for the fouwr months ending 31st
Decomber is £1.263,040, making a tota)
of £1,863.097. The expenditure for the
last six moenths of last vear was
£2.067.340, and therefore we may esli-
roate the expenditure for covrent finan-
cial vear al £3.903,637. 4, The revenue
for July and Auwgust was £451,527, and
the estimaled revenue for four months
ending  31st  December is £1,357,657,
making a 1otal of £1.835,184. The ve-
venue for the last six months of last
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yvear was £1,934,458, and therefore we
may estimate the revenue for enrrent
financial -vear at £3,773,642.  There-
fore there would be a shortage of
£129,995 on the year's transactions, or
a net defieit of £116,697 afier deduecling
surplus of £13,208 at commencement of
year.”
This is signed by L. 8. Eliof, Under Trea-
surer, and is dated 15th Seplember, 1911,
Hon, members will nolice that this minute
deals with three pertods, the first from
July lo August and the results of that
period were known, then from Seplember
to December, which were estimates, and
the Departmenl were able to estimate very
fairly for two or lhree months alead, and
the third period was from January to
June of the present vear. The estimaled
revenue according to (his minute was
£3,773,642 and the nerual revenue eollected
was £3.966.673, so that there was £103,031
more ecllected by the Treasurer than was
estimated.  If therefore we take f(he
£116,000, which they estimaled s a de-
ficieney, from the £193.000 actually re-
eeived in exeess of what was estimated, it
will be found that there will be a hand-
some bhalance ai the end of the year of
£76,334. The Raikway Department last
year cost £117,000 more than the year be-
fore to earn £38,000 less, and there was
a lesser profit in the Railway Department
last year than the year before of £1535,000.
I think that does away with any wrong
impression that honourable members may
have witlt regard to what was said. We
have now a copy of the minute as it came
from the department and hon. members
will be able to estimate for themselves the
value of it, There is just one other ques-
tion F want to deal with, and thal is with
reference to the workers' homes. Honour-
able members will remember that a few
days ago I asked some questions in the
House as to whether the Government were
making provision for purchasing land on
the goldfields for the purpose of building
homes Lhere, and we were told that they
were not doing sn. It is quite evident
that the Government do not intend to give
the goldfields people the same facilities for
zelting these lomes as they ave giving fo
reople on the coast, and it will he a great
shame lo the workers on the goldfields,
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who have to live, in many :instances,. in
liessian.or iin houses. Those on-the coast
wle are more fortunately situated will
be able to go to .the Government
and arrange for ‘the building of
brick or stone liouses. It looks as
if  the GCovernment had not confi-
dence in the goldfields. There has not
been any publicity given to the fact that
the Ael is in operation. I had to go to
the Lands Department the other dax to
get a pamphlet, which I heard had been
issued, and 1 understood none had been
seni {o Lhe goldfields, and neither had
there heen any publicity given to the mat-
ter by way of advertisement in the loeal

papers. Rather an amusing ineident oe-
curred in  connection with the workers’
homes, There is 5 union or associaiion of

archifects in Perth. Evidently the Publie
Works Department have too much work
to do, or they have not suitable men in
the depavtment to draw up plans and
supervise 1he erection of workers’ homes,
consequently a civeular letter was sent to
every architect in Perth asking what they
would eharge to draw up plans, and pre-
pare specifisations and supervise the
erection of workers’ homes, and when the
replies came in it was found that there
was the same figure mentioned in all of
them. The Government thought thai they
would like to get the work done cheaper
so they called in one of the avechitects and
asked Im if he would reduce his price, in
Laet, they wanted him to be a blackleg and
to undereut those people who were in the
union with him. [ merely staie this to
show that what is good for the goose
shonld he good for the gander, fhat the
Government should be as consistent in
their works poliey as in their unions, In
regard to the Industrial Conciliation and
Arbiteation Act, T want to say that T am
prepared, when this measure comes before
the House, to debate it with an open mind.
I am prepared to give il every eonsidera-
tion. T am mere than anxious that indus-
trial troubles shall not be hrought about
on the goldfields, and I believe in a give
and take poliey, and if such is put on the
statute-book it might ensure industrial
peace in the State for a long time. Mr.
Cornell, in his remarks, sald that a mem-
her of the Lahour party coming into this
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Chamber eculd only look on any measure
coming before members from a party
point of view. 1 am not going to do that,
I am going to look at measures from a
commonsense and broad point of view,
and from a view whiech will be for the
benefit of the whole of the people of the
State, and I hope our friends who have
been returned by the Labour party to
this Chamber will take a similar view and
look on the meansures from an impartial
standpoint, I, of course. realise that the
present Administration have come inte
power with a mandate from the country
to reduce the cost of living and to reduce
the cost of the necessities of life. I want
to say from my place in the House, and
outside of it as well, that 1 shall do every-
thing that can be fairly done {0 assist the
Cioverningnt to bring about this desirable
result. T look on it as of the utmost im-
portance that the purchasing power of
the sovereign should be largely inereased.
I intend to support the amendment be-
fore the House.

Fon. . McKENZIE (South-East): I
wish to say a few words on the business
before the MHousge, but before doing so I,
like other members, desive to offer a wel-
come to the old members who have been
returned and also to the new members. I
am sorry that some of the old members
have left, but such is ihe fortune of elee-
tions. I see no reason why one and all
should not work together in harmony and
peace for the benefit of the State. T
hope members will leave party behind
them when they eome heve—I1 vefer to
members on hoth sides—there is nothing
init. I am glad that the Government
have foreshadowed in the Governor's
Speech some very good legislation, more
particularly do T refer to the improve-
ment of the various harbours and rivers
of the State. There is no doubt that to
enable us to compete with our neighbours
we must have every facility and means of
despateh at the varions ports for the pur-
pose of getting away the produce of the
State with the least possible expense. It
is little use for the farmers to labour
year in and year out to get their produce
to a market and when it is sold there is
nothing lefi becanse of the enormons ex-
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pense in removing the produce from the
port of shipment. The Government are
to be eommended for improving the hayp-
bours of the State. I think in improving
the harbours the Government will be do-
ing good work for the benefit of the whole
of the State, for the accommodation at
some of the ports is secandalous; there is
no means of getting the produce away
except at great expense, and we shall have
to be in a position to get the produce
away with despateh and in a very reason-
able manner if we are to compete with
our neighbours. On the question of rail-
ways, I am sure the Government will
carry out a poliey for the benefit of the
whole of the State. We passed a number
of railways last year, but they have not
all been constructed, and I urge on the
Government to pot the works in hand and
make provision for the futnre, for with-
out railways in the State T do not know
how we are to develop it. It is much
cheaper to build railways than to make
roads, and in some of the heavily tim-
bered eountry, more particularly that in
the South-Wesi. which is very bad coun-
try for roads, 1 should like to see railways
carried through, as well as through the
wheat belt. Tt would open up the coun-
try there, and we are always cerlain of
water in that couniry.  Unfortunately
this vear the country was visited by a dvy
season, but down in the Souih-West theve
is always water and crops ean bhe grown
all the year round. T wish to endorse
the remarks of Mr. R. T). McKenzie. I
come from the southern portion of the
State where we have any quantity of
rain; we had more than was good for us
the other day. which prevented the rail-
way train getting through. 8till, the Gov.-
ermment worked with despatch and the
train got throungh as speedily as possible.
The dams in the south-western portion
are all full. and I am sure evervone is
pleased to hear it. The rain has been a
oreat boon to the farmers in general. As
to monopolies, T shall assist the Govern-
ment to put them down if they exist. I
have heard a great deal about monopolies,
but I have not found one yet. I bave
heard of them, but if there are any to be
dug up T shall do all I ean to assist the
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Government to put theny down, for mono-
polies are not good for a State. As to
reduction in the price of meat, that is a
very good action on the part of the Gov-
ernment, for we ave paying more for
Jmeat than we should do. 1 know we have
plenty of cattle. As to the 'purchase of
the steamers, I do not quite agree with
that action on the part of the Govern-
wment. T would like to see the Government
-endeavour to reduce the price of meat hy
«chartering a steamer for the season of the
year when cattle can be brought down.
The Government could then see what
ground they are actoally treading upon.
At the present time they do not know
how the venture will turn ont. I ohject
to the way in which the purchaze of the
stenmers was made, I (hink the matter
ought to have been brought before Par-
lament iu a proper manner. No doubt
the Government who have the best of in-
tentions thought it advisable to proceed
in another way, As fo the vessels being
serap irvon. T de not believe that at all.
I helieve the gentleman who has passed
the sieamers has done so honestly and the
Government have got a fairly good deal
in the steamers they have bought. T hope
the Government will leok towards the
mines, From what Mr. R. D. McKenzie
Iias told us, the mining industry seems to
be in a bad way and there ts a large num-
ber of people depending on fhe mines. T
hope the Government will give all the as-
sistance they possibly ean fo the mining
industry, also to the farmers, for there
ave many who require assistance to tide
them over their present trouble. There
are many amending Bills promised and T
hope they will all receive due considera-
tion. We pass many Acts and year afier
year they must be improved upon, We
pass roads Acts and Municipal Aects and
they should he improved upon as time
zoes by, No doubt when Bills come he-
fore us later on we shall zive them due
consideration. A great deal of alteration
has been made in the administration of
the Lands Department. At present peaple
are very frightened to co in for land,
they are very careful what they do. It
is all very well to say that the land agents
are making all the money, but land agents
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cannot make a profit unless the Govern-
ment also make a profit. I hope to deal
with the matters separately when they
come before the House.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY (East): I had
not intended to take up the time of the
House on this amendment, because [ be-
lieve that 1 have never listened to any
question in this House that has reeeived
more attention from hen. members,
or has been dealt with more fully
in every way. The question has heen
so ably dealt with by hon. mem-
bers, that it is only because of the
fact that perhaps when this amendment
woes to the vote the Address-in reply will
be eompleted, 1T have decided that it is
just as well to wmake a few rvemarks at
this stage, and not discuss the Address-in-
reply al any great length. With other
hon. members, 1 wish (o congralulate the
House upon the enlvy into it of the new
members we have amongst us this season;
and also to congratulate them on their
clection. T feel that the debating power
of the FHouse has been strengthened, and
that the old members have received an en-
dorsement of their past aetions, which
has been very gratifyine. I noticed in the
remarks made by Mr. Cornell that it was
his intention fo vote at all times in this
House wecording to his reading of the
wishes of the people as expressed at the
general elections, and I am with the hon.
member to this extent that T will vote at
all times according to my reading of the
wishes of those who have elected me to
this Chamber, hecause, after all, it is to
those who have elected us we are respon-
sible. We must recognise the drift. from
time to time, of the public mind, and
whilst we are governed fo a great exteni
by the wishes of the whole of the people
of the State, it frequently happens that
a majority at a general election absolutely
reverse the verdiet given by them only a
few months previously. We might say
where we have the confidence of the whole
of the people on some important question,
they are swayed morve easily perhaps than
those who are the eleetors of this Cham-
her—those who have a definife stake in
this eountry, those who eannot get out of
it if some legislation put on the Statute
book seems likely to be detrimental to
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the Dbest intevests of ithe country; whilst
I feel sure n great many of those who vote
on- pariy polities are able, if things go
wrong. to depart from the country for
good, leaving behind them many lLiabili-
ties in the form of taxation for those who
remain in the State to earry on  their
shoulders. We have been going into vari-
ous legislation which has been the subject
of this debate. and whether it has been
constilutional or nor las been clearly set
forth by the members who have spoken.
It iz well to bear in mind {bat we have
been for a very long time drvifting on
from one wmatter to another, and it is
Just @ auestion as to whether we are wise
to interflere with private enterprise in
the manner that the Governments of these
Stofes have been doing in the last few

vears. [t is all very well for Governments.

to conte along from time to fime and say
that it is their wish to-interfere with mon-
opolies. and then to e¢rente one themselves
by borrowing money, and thereby prevent-
ing the people from exercising that money
in the best possible way. They also seem
to be at every turn very much against the
person thev ecall “the fat man,” or {he
eapitalist, and it seems to me that they
are making it mueh easier for the eapital-
ist. because although they want to inter-
fere with his trade they are prepared to
go on the market from time to time to
borrow his money, paying him, I helieve,
a fairlv high rate of interest, fully four
per cent now. I do not think we are get-
ting, on every occasion, the full value
of the sovereign we borrow from him
when the Government spend it. I believe
that a agreat deal of the money bhorrowed
by this Government would not show 10s.
in the £ by way of return for the ontlay,
and, when we bear in mind that the peo-
ple will be taxed for all time to find in-
terest on the meney, I doubt if it wounld
hot be hetter if a lot of these enterprises
were left to the individuals themselves.
Personally, if I happened to be a eapital-
ist—and T understood from Mr. Sander-
son that he would aceount the sovereign
as the main thing in capital—I should pre-
fer to lend money to the Government at
four per cent. rather than exercise it
myself, hecause the community

undertake to private indi-

when
pay a
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vidual a certain  percentage for bhis
capital it does mnot matfer to ihat
person whether the Government waste

the money or whether thev throw it into
the sea. as they Lave doue at ¥Fremantle.
There is absolutely 1o risk to the capital-
ist in that cuse; ke is eertnin, for ali time,
of his four per vent.; whereas if tlese in-
dividuals ave left to bring that money into
this country and use it themselves, and are
not interfered will, they wiil he «uite
prepared (o come here and expend it in
varteus ways. so that the wage-carning
community witl get a very big shave oy if,
and if it is injudiciously spent, whilst the
owner will lose, the comunity will hene-
fit by il. and ihey will not be taxed for
all time to find four per cent on it. T
was very much siruek the other dav at
noticing that whilst on June 30th, 1919,
the population of Australia was 1600000
and the public debt £237.627.000, the
Argentine has a population of 6.000.000,
and o public debt of only £75.752.100,
Of course, there is the difference hetween
a State trving to run evervthing uself
amd a eountry where private coterprise is
allowed all possible fieedom. Tn the latter
country they arve not taxed for all time
to the extent they are in Australia upon
a publiec debt bearing a high rate of in-
terest. We find that taxafion is creeping
along; the Tand taxation is something like
30 per cent. of the revenue, and it is be-
coming so unbearable, and some of these
enferprises are so unsettling to the com-
munity, that I am quite satisfied we are
not altogether in the right in still further
interfering with (he avenues of private
trade, whether it be in the hands of rvings
or of combines; in fact. T doubt very
much. especially after listening to this de-
hate, whether these rings or combines. par-
ticularly with regard to the ment trade,
do exist. Therefore, T regret that the
Government have embarked upon this en-
terprise of buying steamers to pur upon
the coast, and T also regret that they in-
tend, aceording to the Speech. although
in this ease not so unconstitutionallv. to
embark upon brickmaking and timher mil-
ling. This carries us back to the introdue-
tion of sheep by the late Government and
also the introduction of horses, and inter-

ferenre in the eattle trade by the importa-
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tion of dairy eows; all of these things
have taken place under the so-called Lib-
eral Governments, and on every occasion
these have interfered with private enter-
prise.  They have unsettled the eommun-
itv, and so fur T do not think any good
result has acerued to the State in connee-
tion with them.

Silting suspended from 6.15 fo 7.30 p.m,

Hon., V. HAMERSLEY: i scems
to me that while the Government

have been ardent-hearted in embarking on
so many of these new enterprises, they
have overlooked some of those that have
always had ready lelp from the ecommun-
ity in days gone by, even in the Crown
Colony days and in the early days of
Responsible Government in this State. 1
refer to inroads that ave likely to obtain
upon the welfare of the community in the
direction of helping farming in it by way
of subsidies for roads and subsidies to
agricultural socilies lo encourage the
breeding of stock and a better class of
work. There are new industries {hal per-
haps are attraclting attention, or new de-
wirtures  that are more speculative,
thongh  practicaily  they are not, 1in
keeping with the suggestion of the
Government,  “natural  industries  of
the State.”  The natural industries
ae  undoubtediy the ones to build
up: but this snggested embarking upon
the purchase of steamers, and the fmrther
siozestion of reducing the cost of mach-
inery to the farmers and the agrienltnral
community by the manufaciure of mach-
itery by the State, T consider to be ex-
tremely risky. The Liberal Government
had ideas of embarking in this direction,
but T have always heen opposed to it. I
cannot reatise that we ave likely to get any
nood resulls from the Government em-
barking upon the manufacture of mach-
ingry for the farming community. Tt is
another interference with private traders,
another interference with the trade of
penple who have been established for some
fime. and who, I am perfectly satisfied,
will eater for the community very much
hetter than the average Government offi-
cial. Tt is this interference with men who
have already embarked upon these in-
dusiries, this threatened interference with
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them, which in so many instances debars
people from bringing capital into the
country. If they have a fair field and,
I might also say, no favour—because under
the Federal tariff it strikes me they are
getting too much favour in many instances
—I feel that, as time goes on, these indus-
tries will establish themselves. All we re-
quire to do now is to foster them. The
Governor’s Speech says that the Govern-
ment intend to foster the “natural indus-
tries of the country.” 1 think in doing
that they will be doing an immense am-
ount of good, and quite sufficient, but to
foster these other industries whicl are not
mataral industries, and not only to foster
them, but to embark upon them through
the State itself, is entering inte competi-
tion with those already established; and
it seems fo me a very great mistake. I do
not wislt o go into any particulars with
regard to these subsidies I have referved
to, but T do kuoew that in the past agricul-
tural soeieties throughout the State have
heen the means of encouraging private
breeders of stoek and various. manufac-
turers. The Government have earried ount
quite sufficient when they have encouraged
work in thal direetion. Subsidies Lo so-
cieties for the purpose of encouraging
plonghing rather than manufacturing
machinery or manufacturing plonghs, I
am perfeetly satisfied, will do a lot move
good Dby lielping men to improve them-
selves in that elazs of work; and encour-
aging them to take a greater interest in
their work will be quite sufficient to help
the mannfacturers of machinery. At the
same time it will he the means of our
producing a creater quantity of wheat off
the areas now under the plough, and hy
that means it will encourage a far greater
revettue for our railwayvs. I am eonvineed
the State will he doing o greater amount
of good in that direction for the natural
industries than by embarking upon the
State manufacture of the maehines to do
the work., I hold the epinion that if the
Federal Parliament were to do away with
the major pertion of the duty upon mach-
inery and encourage men to work the
machines rather than to manunfacture
them, Australia would be better off in her
production. Now, with regard to another
matter mentioned in the Speech, and in
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connection with a question before fhe
House, the likelihood of embarking upon
this steamer enterprise and purchase,
which I feel has undoubtedly been proved
by all the speeches to have been an un-
consitutional proceeding, we are likely to
give still turther opportunities for indns-
trial trouble; and in anything we can do
to avoid the Stale running on the rocks
any further in regard to industrial trou-
bles, I shall be pleased to help the Gov-
ernment,  There 13 no doubt there has
been more trouble within the last twelve
monihs or two years than ever before,
and I think it is that most of the people
must be having too good a time. They
really seem Lo strike with the slightest
provocation. I realise that at our ports
only last season the farming community
were made to snffer a severe loss through
a few hands at Fremantle refusing to nn-
load several of the vessels. They found
their bags cost them infinitely more than
they should have. Again, the same thing
oceurred through the strike at Midland
Junction. | If these troubles had been
grappled with by the Government by mak-
ing the men face their obligations under
the agreements under whieh they were
working, I think it would have had a mueh
greater effect, and helped the community
much better than embarking on these en-
terprises which will only eneourage still
further trouble, In the ease of the Midland
Junction strike, we realise it was a State-
controlled eonecern, and if these eoncerns
controlled by the State ean not be freed
from industrial troubles, it is just as well
for the State not to embark on too many
of them. T eertainly think the solution
of this will be to eontinne the system of
tmmigration. We want more people on
our shores. We find that in all direetions
the community wish to keep Australia for
white men. Tt is freely acknowledged it is
impossible for us to hold the counfry
unless we fil it up more with white peo-
ple; vet the attitude that some of the peo-
ple would hace us adopt seewms to me is
that, while they want lo encourage the
white meu, they are not doing it in the
right way by not geiting more peo-
ple in Awstralia. Bx our net en-
conraging a sufficient number of people
ta come in are helping

we only
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to drive trade io the people of {ihe
East; and io driving our trade into their
bands, we are belping to build up those
nations at our expense. If by certain
strikes a lot of our coal contracts are
driven off to Japan, and if by other de-
lays in the earrying through of vavious
classes of trade here the trade is driven
away from our shores and goes to the
Eastern ports, it stands to reason that
that these people will be thriving while we
are losing trade and losing mouey that
should be coming to our shores. I think
at every lurn we want to do our utmost
to encourage people to come here; and
the day will not then be very far distant
when we will not need to look to JAmeriea
or England to defend us. I think we will
be on fairly safe lines if we encourage
theift. I do not think Mr. Bath could
have realised, when he gave forth his
minute with regard to land transfers, what
an enormeus amount of damage would be
done to the credit of a great many people
seftled within our borders. I should hLike
to see Mr. Bath acknowledge that he made
a mistake. I do not suppose there is any
possibility of getting him to do so, but
I feel convinced that there was no neces-
gity for him to issue the instructions in
the way be did. There is no doubt it has
done an immense amount of harm to the
credit of men who are settled or wish-
ing to seftle on the land. T say again, it

has meant that a great many men
have had {o vrely on the State
far them to earry on  operations.

Many of {hem could have obtained the
money from the private banks, and would
have preferred to do so. I think it would
have been very much better if they had
been able to obtain that money in that
way rather then having to vun fo the
Government for it. If there was any loss
to be sustained it was better that the pri-
vate individual and not the State should
hear it. The State has had to find a very
much larger anount of money for finane-
ing the people on the land than it wonld
have done if these instruetions had neot
been issued. If we can enly revert to the
old state of affnirs, under which a tight
hand was kept on the conditions of im-
provement and of land settlement gener-
ally, it would be quite sufficient. [ do
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noi like to sit down without referring
agoin fo a further feeling of insecurity
created by disposing of certain hands whe
have been vetrenched, I regret extremely
that it should have heen found necessary
lo reivench such men as Mr. Despeissis
and Captain Hare. It must have unset-
tled the whole of the Civil Service from
end {o end. They were men with years of
service before them, and I can speak
feelingly. partieularly in vespeet to AMr.
Despeissis, whom 1 looked upon as one
of the ablest officers in the Agrieultural
Department. In regard to his work in
the North-West, T suppose he spoke his
mind a little too freely and so fell into
disfavonr. For my part I like to see a
civil servant have an independence of
view; and if he has certain views it is just
as well for him to give a straightforward
expression to them.

Hon. E. McLarty: That officer always
did his duty well,

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : Certainly he
was one of the most able officers in the
State and T regret that it was fonnd ad-
visable to get rid of him. T am satisfied
the work he did will stand as a record in
his favour. He was at all times a very
good official in the depariment. I do not
wish to detain members at any great
length, becaunsa 1 know Ministers have
several speeches to make in veply to the
debate, but T wish to tender one or two
remarks in regard to the question of
whether or net this is a party House.
Some members have eome into the House
with the avowed object of doing away
with it, and others have announced as
their mission the making of it a party
House, while still others go so far as to
say it iz, and always has been. a party
House. Personally T have ever acted most
independently, and T believe T can say the
same for every other member of the
House. Ti is of frequent ocewrrence to
be sitting side by side with an hon. mem-
her in one division, and fhen find oneself
oprosite to that satne member in the next
succeeding division taken on a later clause
in the same Bill. The one idea uppermost
in the minds of every member of the
Chamber in the past has been fo view
whatever subject was befare the House
in the licht of what was in the best in-
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tevests of the Staie, without any idea of
benefiting one or the other party. No
matter what parties may have existed in
the country, they have not been allowed
to aflect the members of this House. Jlv.
Cornell stated that he would ever uphold
any man who, in his own opinion, thought
he was doing good to the community. I
hardly agree with that senliment, because
it seems to me the nihilist is convineed
that he is doing good to the community.
¥ do not know that even My, Cornell
would uphold anyone whose desire is
wholesale desivuction. I am quite satis-
fied ihat members who have given expres-
sion {o these views will before long be
counted among our best friends, and will
realise that there are two sides to every
question, and that we can still be good
friends without necessarily holding the
views put forward by either the Labour ov
the Liberal party. So far as those who
desire to do away with the Upper House
are concerned, I agree with ¥Mr., Connor,
who vemarked that it was not the priee of
meat, or the cost of living, that was so de-
trimental to the State, but that it was the
want of thrift, and the tendency so many
people have to run to the pieture shows
or the raceconrse, and spend their earn-
ings and gamble away their future. I
feel that this is particulavly applicable to
the proposition to do away with the Upper
House, Those men and women who are
prepared to send here a representative
with the idea of doing away with the Up-
per House are quite prepared to gamble
away their future and throw everything
into the melting pot.

Hon. J. Connell: Do you deny them
the right to amuse themselves?

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY™ No, T do not;
1 only feel that a great many of them seem
to think that life is created for nothing
but amusement, They will spend all their
fime in amnsement, and wonder why they
have not made a greater suceess of life.
They ave qunite prepared to gamble on
the chances, and when they lose come
round and share with the other fellow. So
with regard to the Bill under the proposal
of the Government. I am perfectly satis-
fied it will have a very fair consideration
at the hands of members of this Chamber.
but of course it is one i(hat, on the face
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of if, is diveetly against the Constitufion
under which we live, and therefore will
probably meet the fate which [ feel sure
the Government anticipate for it, T do
not wish to take up any further time.
except to say T sincerely hope that when
several of ihe new members have heen
amongst us a little longer they will not
retain their extreme party feelings. hut
will agree to fall in with us and work in
the best intervesis of the State.

The PRESIDENT: 1 would remind the
House thal the question iz 1he amendment
to the Address-in-reply.

Hon. B. C. (/BRIEN (Central): I
realise that this debate on the amendment
moved by Mr. Moss has been somewhat
drawn out. I did not iniend to addrvess
the House on this particular amendment,
but T veally find it neeessary lo speak
now in ecase I may not have another op-
povtunity. Tike those who have spoken
before me, I desirve to tender congralula-
tions to the new members elected. with
all due vespect to the old mewhers who
have passed out. In some cases it was
defeat, and in one or two cases former
hon. members bave retived. As Mr. Me-
Kenzie said, at election time some must
pass out and others come in. We may con-
gratulate ourselves on the introdueiion to
the House of Mr. Sanderson, Mr. Lynu.
and Mr. Colebateh; I mention these three
first because of their able debating powers.
I would alse beg to fender ruy mosi
hearty welcome to the other two gentle-
men relurned from the Eastern Goldfields,
namely. Mr. Ardagh and My, Cornell. T
think those 1wo gentlemen will, to a great
extent, he able to assist the Honse in the
constderation of questions aifecting the
workers. It is neeessary that we should
ave all shades of opinion represented
hare, just the same as anvwhere else. I
still purture the hope that Mr. Moss may
think fit to withdraw the amendmeni, for
it ill-becomes this Chamber te dissent from
the Address-in-reply to His Execelleney
per medinm of an amendment such as that
moved by Mr. Moss, and I therefore fer-
vently hope that Mr. Moss will withdraw
without forcing on u division. One of
the first matlers the hon. gentleman re-
ferred to in bringing forward the amend-
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ment was the fact that this Honse las
been made a party House. TFrom my
Lknowledge of thiz Chamber it has heen
very much a party House all the lime. T
wag first returned eleven years ago last
January, and on looking vonnd T find
there are just nine members in the pre-
sent House who were here eleven years
ago. On that oceaston I was elected io
Parliament as a Lahour candidate pledged
io the abolition of 1his Chamber. Tn those
days we fought ouv cleclions on party
littes. and in every eleclion each ecandi-
date always took sides. Of conrse Labour
was nat in the fovefront then as it is to-
day, bui nevertleless each aleetion to this
Couneil was fought on party lines.

Hon. F. Connor: No.

Hon. B. C. O'BRIEN: Ay election was,
and e was every other election,

Hon, F. Connor: Xo.

Hon. B. . O'BRTEN : If hon. members
will cast their minds back for the last
terr or eleven vears and rvecolleet the dif-
ferent Governmenis that have had their
dax. they will find thal every eleetion
for (his Council was always fought on
rarty lines,

Hou. T, Connor: Mine was nol.

Hon. B. . O'BRIEXN: The hon. geutle-
man lhas seareely ever had opposition. To
wy knowledge this House has always heen
a party House, and it is because people
are geifing better educated to whai is

necessary in politteal matlers that a few

eandidates of a more demoeratic chavacter
are now being elected, and it seems to he
a dread on the part of seme genllemen
that this  House is becoming a party
HFonse. ¥ do not see why there shonld not
be as miuch paety feeling here as in the
other Chamber. T have the distinction of
heing the first pledged Lahouwr man re-
turned to either House in the Western
Australian Parlinmment.  Getting back to
the amendment, Mr. Moss laid great stress
on the fact that the Couneil is becoming
a party Hounse. If it suits people to elect
democratic candidates, I do not think it
1= right of anx gentleman to critieise that
fact. The session beforve last when we re-
duced the franchise it will be remembered
that that Bill waz eavried afier a com-
promise. We would never have zot that



[16 Juuy, 1812.]

reduction bBut that a few members, who
are now elaiming that thiey'are non-party
men, compromised. It is well remembered
that Mr, Conholly, whom I am sorry is
not in his seat at present, went round
and told members who were deadly op-
posed to the reduction, “If we do not
compromise a litile, oui Government will
be accused of refusing a reduction,” in
this amiable way he got certain gentlemen
to eompromise and by this means the Bill
became law, That is well known 1o memn-
bers. With regord to the nuconstitutional
methads of the Government we have heard
a great deal. T do not intend 1o weavy the
House turtber; we hinve had quite enough
of that. Of the pros and cons and what
should be constitutional or unconsiitu-
tional, we have heard snificient.  With
regard (o the propositions of the Govern-
ment, the great point raised iz that the
Giovernment have acted unconstitutionally
hy appropriating monev for eertain pur-
poses without the cousent of Parliament.
The Government on the hustings last
vear made pledges te the people that if
elected they would bring about certain ve-
forms and that they would put inte opera-
tion eertain movements which would assist
the people generallv. They were elected
hy a very large majority; therefore the
people confirmed the right of the Gov-
ernment to do as they have since done.
When the present Administration met
Parliament last year, it was then given
out hat the session would be a short one,
and that no very contentions matter would
be introduced, and it was accepted on all
hands that the Government would just
wet an opportunity to put little neees-
gsary measures through Parliament and
then go into recess. Tt was a well known
faet last year that the Government in-
tended to buy steamers; it was well known
when we were sitting last session.

Hon. M. L. Moss: They never said a
word about it in Parliament.

Hon. B. C. O'BRIEN: It is no use
the hon. member trying to tell us that.
Tt was discussed and thrashed out on the
hustings and asserted in Parliament.
\WWhen Pavliament went info recess, the
Christmas holidays were upon us, and
lhe Government were faced with many
diffienliies. Tn the first place they were
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faced with industrial-troubles, but not be-
cause the Labour party were in power, for
I-can say that if there had noi been a
Lobonr Government there would have
been serious-trouble for the country. It
wag owing to the diplomacy of the present
Administration that wany big industrial
troubles did not oceur last year, and have
not occurred yet and I hope are not
lilely to oecur. For having averted this
trouble [ give eredit to Mr., Seaddan and
hit Administration,

Hon. R. D. MeKenzie: T think credit
wits due to Mr. Dodd.

Hon. B. C. O’BRIEN: 1T am giving
credit to the whole Administration. Had
another leader been there——

Hon. C. Sommers interjected.

The PRESIDENT: If the hon. mem-
ber wants to interject he must sit in his
place.

Hon. B, C. O’'BRIEN: When the Gov-
ernment had their own friends elamour-
ing abont them wanting to tear them
down and wanting to get a lot of con-
sideratiogn, it was a big trouble to be up
against, The present Administration
dealt in the most diplomatie manner with
these troubles and have eome out with
flying colours. "We were up against a
very serious trouble with regard to the
bad season. 1 dread almost to think what
confronted Ministers when they had to
protect unfortunate new settlers, find
water for them, provide seed wheat and
manure, reduce their rents or extend their
payments and assist them in various ways
to tide over the dry year. T am proud
to say, and I know all members will agree
with me, that these troubles are over, and
1 hope thev are not likely to reenr, The
present Administration has dealt with
these matters and dealt with them very
well, and various speakers, including M.
Mosz, wave a certain amount of praise Lo
them, though there seems to be quite a
unanimous feeling among certain mem-
bers that they should carry this amend-
ment. The Honerary Minister, I venture
to say, will, when he replies, defend the
Government on fhe constitutional point.
Thesze pledges were made on the hustings,
a hurried session was held, and the coun-
try was told that no contentions matter
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would be entered upon; yet when the
Government try to put their policy into
effect during the recess they are faced
with a certain unanimity among some
members to down the Governnient simply
because they are trying to put inte opera-
tion a policy they promised the people
as soon as they got an opportunity. With
regard to the enterprises which the Gov-
ernment have entered upon, I do not
think there ig anything unusual or strange
about them, The Government took the
bull by the horns, if I may use a vulgar
phrase, and took over the fervies on the
river, They are running a good service
and they are promising a better one. The
service was only indifferent prior to the
Government  taking over the ferries.
Speaking the other night Mr. MeLarty
endeavoured to defend the ealtle owners,
ov the ‘‘beef buceaneers’” as Mr. Connor
ealled them; and went so far as to say
ihere is a considerable amount of trade in
freights and passzenger fares on the
North-West coast for more steamers, hut
the only thing he thought was that the
Government were nol wise in catering for
the cattle trade. 3r. Comnor in his
speech endeavoured to show the cost of
caltle in Kimberley, the rates of freight,
and the cost of beef on the hoof or hook
at Fremantle, which was 23%d. per pound.

Hon. F, Connor: That is net quite cor-
vect; 23d. to 4d. 1t is all in Hansard.

Hon. B. C. O'BRIEN: Let us say 3%d.
as an average, Theve must be some justi-
fication for the Government to step in,
because there is a tremendous margin be-
tween 3%4d. and an average of about 10d.
per pound for beef,

Hon. F. Connor: What has thal to do
with the producer or dealer?

Hon, B. C. O’'BRIEN: We are dealing
with this question in a broad way. It has
evervthing to do with them. The hon.
memrber is treating the question from his
own standpoint; the Government are
dealing with it for the country. We can-
not consider the “heef buecaneers” or the
“pig pirates” as they have been ecalled,
when the Government are endeavouring
to do something for the community, and
we want to know where that difference
between 3%4d. and 10d. comes in. I am
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going to support the Government; I bave
been returned to support this Government
in earrying out a certain policy.

Hon. C. Sommers: By one vote.

Houn. B, C. O'BRIEN: I fought my
election fairly and squarely on a straight-
out pledge, and I think it all the more to
my credit, becanse in a provinee like
mine—Mr. Drew will bear me out that it
is a very conservative province, made up
of pastoral and agricultural interests
prineipally, because the mining interests
have no votes—members can understand
it is diffieult for a man {o contest on the
Labour ticket and win a seat. Mr. Som-
mers interjected that it was won by one
vote; if it was by only one vote I fought
a gallant battle, and it diflicult to stand
on a platform pledged to wipe this
Cliamber out of existence if I get an
opportunity. However, although I was
elected by only one vote, I am here to do
the best I can for my constitnents and
the country generally. With regard to
the steamiers, what we want te find ont
is somelhing aboui the margin hetween
3%, and 104.

Hon. E. MeLarty: Do you pay 104.7

Hon. B. C. O'BRIEN: T do not, I pay
Gl%d., but that is under ¢ontraet, and I
ltave not changed my butcher for neariy
two vears. The average price of meat to-
day is 10d.

Hon. E. McLarty: Nothing of the kind.

Member: Nonsense,

Hon. B. C. O'BRIEN: 1 assert it
again; the average price to the ordinary
eonsumer is 10d.

Hon. F. Connor: No.

Hen, B. C. O'BRIEN: The fact remains
that it 3s so. Mr. MecLarty’s experience
was limited to only a certain portion of
the Kimberleys, but Mr. Connor spoke
with a wider knowledge of the two Kim-
berleys, and the trade he opened up with
Manila. Mr. Connor told us of the trade
from Kimberley, and what it cost to bring
cattle down, but he did not give ug infor-
mation about the prices he got in Manila;
however, we will not worry about that; it
is his affair. Mr. MeLarty referred to the
firm of Emanuel Bros., who he said—and
I am sorry that he used the words, as T
am sure he did not mean them—were
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hounded out of the evuntry. 1 would
like to be hounded out of the State just
as the Emuabuel Bros. have been honnded
out. I worked in Kimberley nearly twenty
vears ago for the Emanuel Bros. and I
know what they have done in the past, and
T know the methods they adopted, and 1
repeat T would like to be hounded out in
the manner that Me. MeLarty referrved to.
I cannol reconcile these statements of
hon, members. There is another gentle-
man in the North-West who is well known
to My, McLarty, and to Mr. Connor and
athers; T vefer to Mr. Bush, who owns
something like fowr million acres of terri-
tory there,

Houn. F. Connor:
an acre.

Hon, B. C. BRIEN: 1 mean it is held
under pastoral lease. AMr. Bush has also
been hounded out of Western Australia,
and he is lving in England, in luxury, in
a beautiful mansion.

Hon. A. G, Jenkins:
here for fourteen vears?

Hon. B, C. O°’BRIEN: He made all
his money in Western Australin., My
point, however, is that if we had two or
thres Bushes and two or three Emanuels
who owned the whole counntry, of what
nse would it he to anyone else? The
Government are endeavouring to cope
with the diffienlty and provide meat for
the people at a veasonable price. Every
member who has spoken has applauded
the Government for theiv efforts, and that
I consider is an admission that they he-
lieve that the Government are honest in
their intention to do something for the
people. If they fail, we must not blame
them; the least we can say will be that
they made an honest effort. This project
was a long time on the tapis before the
(Government entered on it, and they knew
what they were doing, and got certain in-
formation, and I take it they have been
gnided in all their actions by the advice
of experts, and that the State will be pro-
tected against heavy loss.

Hon, R. D. McKenzie: Are they going
to retail the meat?

Hon. B. C. O'BRIEN: T am not in a
position to state what their future inten-
tions are in that direetion. I would also

He does not own

What did he do
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.]{ike to refer briefly to the question of the

nationalisation of the trams. Exeeption
lias been taken here to the Government
entering on this projeet. T would not like
to argue as to the merits of munieipalisa-
tion as against nationalisation, but I do
say that some system different from the
one which exists at the present time is
absolutely necessary. It has also been
said  thal because the Government are
going to take over the trams the eitizens
will be deprived of eertain rights, T
want to know where they come in? We
ave told that in 28 years’ (ime the whole
concern will be handed over to the city
couneil on behalf of the ratepayers, but
what are we going to get in 285 vears’
time? T venture to say that in 28 years
from now this system will be so obsolete
that it will not be worth two shillings,
lock, stock and barrel.  Ar. Colebatch
advocated the syvstem of munieipalisa-
tion, T think, as against nationalisation,
and he said ihat o little inconvenience
to the people who were kept waiting on
street eorners was ueither here nor
there; bul I want to inform My, Cole-
bateh that the eity of Perth is growing
daily, and I venture to say-—and T hope
I will not be considered too optimistic
—that we shall shortly see a building
and n general boom such as we have
never scen before. The population of
Perth is increasing, and it is a half-
hourly oecurrence to see women and
children left standing on street corners
whilst ¢rowded trams pass them by, The
system at the present time is very bad,;
I do not know who is to blame, but we
certainly want some kind of change.
I will not go into the question of which
is the better, nationalisation or muni-
cipalisation, but I would welcome
any scheme, and we should not consider
what the rights of the citizens will be
28 years ltence. I think the Government
deserve great credit for the bold step
they have taken in dealing with this
question. The services must be extended,
and I maintain that the scheme when it
is nationalised ean be dovetailed into
that of the railways. There is another
matter to which T desire to make refer-
ence, and that is with regard to workers’
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homes. We were told that the Govern-
ment intended to do this, and in order
to wake the scheme more complete.they
decided lo establish brickyards and State
mills.  These scheme will all dovetail,
and again here I think the Government
ave deserving of credit instead of the con-
demnation which las been heaped on
{hein doving the past few weeks,  With
rezard {o the question uf immigration,
ao hot know what the Government ave
duing at the present time. Mr..Connolly
told us the other evening that the Gov-
ernment had practieally stopped immi-
cration, and the few who were coming
to the State were those who were being
hrouzht out as the result of contracls
entered into with shipping companies
during his régime, 1 zay that those im-
migrants who lave come to the country
have had a very fair erack of the whip.
T =till maintain thac before we bring
peaple here by the thonsand we should
know what we are going to do with them,
It was clearly understood a few years
aga when we started the immigration
policy, that (here would be none brought
out here but farm labourers and other
couniry workers that the State was in
need of and of whom there was a sear-
eily. Immigrants have eome here by the
thousand, but what do we find; that for
a eouple of years back we have had as
mmmigrants men who are not farm lab-
ourers and who have no capital, and
these people are at the present time in
the city and suburbs driving bakers’ earts
or running messages and taking up work
that really should be done by lacal peo-
ple. That is not the class of immigrant
we want, and even if the Government
have stayed their hand a little in the mat-
ter of immigration T believe they have
followed n wise cowrse. For my own
part, however, T think we can do with
fhonsands and thousands more people

in this country. but we should nuse
diseretion in  their choice. During
the past ten or twelve months (here
lias heen a decidedly better elass of

people arriving from the old country, and
T ltope that may eontinue, hecause a good
elass are alwavs welcome; but if the Gov-
ernment have staved their hand I think
they have done so in time. T do not like
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to be rude, bui I say that batches . of
men who haye arrived here are nothing
but hobhledehoys and are quite .useless,
and when oue speaks to-them it is impos-
sible to get anything out of them. They
are people who have come from the big
commercial centres of Eneland. and are
useless for eolonial life. It is pitiable to
see them. That elags are no pood to us,
and if the Government have eased up 1
think it was not befove il was time. I
will just deviaie a little in order to make
some reference to the Fremantle dock. T
do nut know what wenld have happened
if the Labour Government had heen in
rower when the coustruction of the dock
was authorised; I think thex wonld have
heen annihilated.

Hon. J, W. Kirwan: They would have
had no peace.

Hon. B. C. O'BRIEN: I will not say it
is a scandal, bul it seems dreadful to
think that £200,000 has been sunk in that
work without result. We want a doek,
and a big sum of money has been spent,
and there is no one io take the responsi-
bility. When the Labour Government
make an honest efforl to do something,
hon. wembers should give them encour-
agement and the opporlonity of doing it.
The Government have been in office only
eight or nine months, and the moment
they make an effort to put their policy
inte effect there is a tremendous howl.
Tt is just about seven years since the
Daglish Government were in power—the
firsi Lahour Administration in this coun-
try. Those gentlemen on that oecasion
made a noble and honest effort to buy out
one of the higgest monopolies and one of
the greatest stumbling bloeks to progress
in thizs comntry. T refer to the Midland
railway, Hon, members know the attitude
I adopted towards that company when I
was first elected to this House eleven years
ago. I was the means of having a Select
Committee appointed, of which the pres-
ent leader of the House was a member,
and we improved that service out of all
knowledge within a few months. Then,
when the Labour @Government came into
power they made a noble effort to aequire
for the State that great hindrance to de-
velopment, and there was a howl from
one end of the country to the other.
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Hon., C. A, Piesse: T do not think so.

Hour. B. C. O'BRTEN: It is a well-
Lknown fact there was a howl from one end
of the country to the other, and because
of their efforts to buy oul that eompany
they were treated as a lot of thieves want-
ing to make money out of tlie deal

Hon. C. Sommers: They quarrelled
amongst themselves.

Hon. B. C. OBRIEN: They did not
guarrel amongst themselves; they worked
amicably together, bul when the matter
came before Parliament it was decided
against them. The trouble is that as soon
as a Labour Government make an endeav-
our to do a pairiotic service for the coun-
try they are denied the opportunitv. We
have heard a great deal during this debate
ahout the Trades Hall influence and shuut
caucus. Now, I was elected eleven years
ago to this Chamber and I sizned the
Labour platform on that ocecasion. There
was a definite platform put hefore me, and
all T have ever tried to do was to stick
to that platform: and if this Mr. MeCal-
fum, whom hon. membhers are advertising
so much, came to me and put o proposi-
tion hefore me, T would say—*There is
my platform apd T am going fo stiek to
that, and so long as T do that T am doing
my duty to the people who sent me here.”
A lot is said about the Labour eaucus, but
in all parties there must be a means of
coming to finality and arranging some-
thing definite. If o proposition is coming
hefore the House or the conntry, natur-
ally the party will hold o meeting, and in
order fo arrive at finality the proposal is
discnssed and a decision arrived at by
vote, and it is gzenerally expeected that the
minerity will fall in with the views of
{he majority. Therefore, there is a caneus
of the [Liberal party in the same wayv as
{lrere is one in the Lahour party. Natur-
allv, Ministers will not go before Parlia-
ment without consulting their party: thex
put their views before the party, and at
the 1oeeting their proposals are either
wodified or strengthened. The conse-
guence 15 that this dreaded eaueus, whieh
comes in for so mueh abuse, arrives at an
arrangement which is then put into effect
by the Government. Hon. members have
accused the Labour members of being
dominated by the Trades Hall. The
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Trades Hall has its own little organisa-
tion, but one of the latest movements em-
analing from that body shows that it is
doing some good for the country.

Hon. M. L. Moss: Do not give away
any secrets.

Hon. B. C. O'BRIEN: There are no
secrets. 1 know that Mv. Moss will be
ahways fair, but he is in the habit of blurt-
ing ounl interjections out of his turn. In
the past he was always in the habit of
referving o “politicians of a certain
hrand.” and vet members say this is not
a party House! Some hon, members will
remember the time when 3Mr. Kingsmill
was lesder of the House. and he and 1
sm fowether with the whole of the House
arrayved against vs. Perhaps these little
remarks which Mr, Moss makes are not
sarcasm but only pleasantry, but he does
frequently vefer to a “eertain brand of
politician,” and just now hy interjection
ke alluded to seerets. T assure him I ean
give awayv no secrets. becanse there are
none.  As 1 was saving, the Trades Hall
is tryving to bring about a more amiecable
arvangement between the unions them-
selves and hetween the unions of employ-
erz as well as of employees, One would
think that there were only unions on one
side. but there arve powerful and anto-
cratic nnions on the other side. Members
tatk ahout the Labour party caucus—if
only we knew some of the secrefs of the
otler caucus! Tn order to hring about
more amicable working amongst the
untions themselves the Trades Hall iz pro-
meting a movement which will tend to
band together the varvious trades in a par-
ticular indusiiv,  In every industry there
are a number of different trades. each
having its own unien.  In the printing
trade, for instance. there are the book-
hinders, the typographical society, and
others, In the iron trade also there are
many branches of work, the workers in
each of which lhave their own unions.
Those untons may be vegarded as sections
of the indnstry. Let us say that in the
ivon trade there arve iron workers who have
a union of 200 members, and in another
seetion of the industry there may he a
unieh with only 30 members; these 30
might have a grievance against their mas.
{ers, and at a little meeting of their own
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they deeide that they arve not gefting a
fair deal and they will go on strike. They
do so, and perhaps paralyse a whole in-
dustry, and eause distress to hundreds of
men connected with that industry, heeause
all the other unions in the induslry are
loval and siand by the men who are on
strike. Now the Trades Hall is making
these various unions eombine. and hefore
any strike ean be brought about they will
have to send iheir delepales, with their
grievance, to the exeentive; the exeecuntive,
after dealing with the case, will send hack
a recommendation to each of the scetions
in that partienlar industry, and these see-
tions will have to consider Lhe matier
again before they can go out on strike,

Hon. M. I.. Moss: But stiikes are not
lawful.

Hon. B. C. ¢’BRIEN: We know that
they are not lawful, nevertheless these
tronbles do oceur. At any rate this is
what the Trades Hall people are doing
at the present time for the good of their
fellow men and also, I maintain, for the
good of the country. T hope I have not
wearied the House too mueh, but I have
just tried to make the best of the few
poinis T had noted.

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter): 1, like other members, extend a
hearty welepine to those new members
who were returned at the last elections,
and T mayv zay I also regret very murh
the defeat of Mr. Doland, who, T am
satisfied, would have become a very useful
member of lus Council, and one who
wonld have been of great nse in the de-
bates. 1 am also exceedingly sorry that
Mr. Pennefather is not able to take lis
place during the debate on the Address-
in-reply. Mr, Pennefather and I were
comrades in misforinne some 15 months
ago when we were both in ill-health, and T
sincerely hope that during the course of
the session he will be able te take his seat
again and give us the benefit of his ex-
perience. A good deal has been said
during the debate, and also in ihe Press,
in reference to the reeent elections and
the defeat sustained by (he Labour party.
At least, we have not heard a greai deal
about the defeat of the Labour party,
but rather of the suecess of the other
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party. 8o far as the last elections go
the Labour party won magnificently; we
won three seals wiieh had never previ-
ously been won by Labour ecandidares.
We lost one cerlainly, but we put up a
oreal fight in (wo other constituencies.
That iz ihe record of the Labour party at
the last cleetion; we won three scals
which had never previously been won. we
lost one, and we put up a magnificent
fight for fwo others. I do not think we
have mueh fo complain of in regard to
that eleetion, and I do not know that
wiflh the narrow and restricted franchise
on whieh we had lo fight, we have not
a good deal to congratulate ourselves
upen. I am always prepared to give
eredit  where credit is due, and to
give Mr. Sommers credit for his
vietory., But what did it mean? Did it
mean the defeat of the Labour party, or
was il n great suceess for the Liberal
party? That election was won by imen
outside the metropolitan area,

Hon. C. Sommers: Your Ministry know
all about it.

Hen. J. . DODD (Honoracy Minis-
ler) : The hen. member knows perfectly
well that his election was almost purely
won by non-resident voles.

Hon, M. L. Moss: What, that majovity?

Hon, J. X. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter}: Yes. So far as the metropolitan
provinee goes, it exceeded my expectations
by hundreds of votes, and the faet that
My, Doheny eould put up suecl a fight will
canse Mr. Jenkins and Mr. Kingsmill some
little uneasiness. A lot has been said
abont the non-party aspect of this Heuse.
and Mr. Moss partienlarly had a lot to
say on thal peint, and also in regard to
those who are seeking to make this n
party House. If there is one statement
more than another that savours of politi-
cal humbug and political hypoerisy it is
ile sintement that this is not a party
House. The siaiement may have heen
trne in the past, when there was only one
section of the community represented in
the House, when Labour had no voice
here, and when, if there was a dividing
line at all, it was between the extrema
Conservatives and the Liberals. 1 well
remember when T was in South Australin
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—1 am not sure whether it was two years
ago or 13 months ago—ithe late Premier,
My, Wilson, paszed through Adelaide on
his way {o the old eountry; it may have
hae ot the iime that he was going fo the
Coronation.  In an interview lie gave to
the Press in South Australia he stated his
Government had ecertninly a narrow
majority in the Lerizlative Assembly, but
in the other Chamber they had a pavty
comprising almost every member in it
with the exeeption of two or three of the
Labour party. Now, that was a true
statement in regard to this House. When
members talk about the non-party aspect
of the House, it is time someone raised
a voice in protest. The amendment is
simply an eadorsement of partisanship;
though members may say what they like
to the contrary, they kunow it. Realising
in the other Chamber that they ean ouly
secure something like eight out of a mem-
bership of 30, they have transferved the
ficht from that Chamber to this House,
and the amendment is simply an endorse-
menl of partisanship. A good deal las
bheen said about the constifutional aspeet
of the items contained in the Governor's
Speech; and Mr. Moss said that we
wanted a man to be judge who shonld be
ahsolutely impartial, someone to whowm
we conld look to be impartial in all
things; but it is most significant that Mr.
Moss does wnot use his own words in
throwing the element of partisanship
against one of the judges, but uses some-
one else’s words when quoting the state-
ment that one judge was a “sentimental
humbug.” There is one way of saying
a judge is partial, and there is another
way, and Mr. Moss evidently desived to
take the way which wonld appear lenst
hurtfu! to him. As for the constitutional
aspect of these matters, I intend to say
very little. Trom what T ean understand
from the speeches of hon. members, and
from what I have learned, T am almost
inelined to challenge Mr. Moss or any
other member of the House to say there
Tras  been any illezal or unconsti-
tutional action in connection with any of
the proposals of the Ministry. There is
an advanee of £250,000 made to the
Treasurer, something that was never made
before.
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The Colonial Secrelary: Yes, it has
been in existence for the last two years.

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter) : That advance is to cover certain
things, and one of those is the matter of
“unfoveseen expenditure””  Although it
may he said the Government had in con-
templation the purchase of steamers and
various other things to reduce the cost of
living, it eaunot be said that the Govern-
ment had in view altogether the purchase
of sleamers; otherwise possibly some
Trading Bill may have been Dhrought
down during Jast session of Par-
liament. Now, surely the words “unfore-
seen expenditnre’ eover all the Govern-
ment have undertaken in connection with
trading enterprises, and I challenge Mer.
Moss or any other member of the Coun-
cil to prove therve is anvthing illezal or
unconstifutional in conwection with the
purchase of these steamers.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: He
proved it.

Hon. J. E. BODD (Honorary Minis-
ter) : If AMr. Moss wanls to prove it, let
him go fo lhe law eourts and prove it
there, where other parties have tried to
prove illegal expenditure and have, per-
haps, proved it in the past. It is all
very well for JMr. Moss or any other
gentleman o use the majority in this
Chamber to lvy (o show something un-
consfitutional or  ilegal in  eonneetion
with (his purchase of steamers. I am
rather inelined to think the publie will
not swallow the bait. There are one or
two matfers T wonld like to quote in con-
neetion with the constituiional aspeet of
the steamers purchase, although I do not
intend to dwell on this matter. The name
of the Governor has been drawn into
the debate, and we who hold the positien
of Ministers of the Crown are under an
ubligation to see that the name of his
Excelleney the Governor is not used in a

has already

~way it sheuld not be used in connection

with the debates here. I think it was Mr.
Moss who said—not in that direet manner
to whieh I have drawn attention just
now, but rather by the indirect method—
that according to Todd the Governor is
treading on very thin ice in regard to
this expenditure. And again, not in that
direct manner whieh would appeal to the
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publie, but in an indirect mauner. he zays
that Minisiers have placed in the mouth
of lis Excelleney the Governor cerain
proposals contained in the Governor's
Speech. I will read one or two remarks
from Keith on Responsible Gorernment
in the Pominions—a book hardly as old
as Todd, but dealing right up to 19165, [
will read a few extracts. because the
Cabinet ave ot going to shelier them-
selves from any wrong-doing. it there is
any, behind his BExcelleney the Governor

Hon. W. Kingsmill: You cannot.

Hon. I. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter) : In regard te the Governor and the
law and the expenditure of publie funds,
it is said—

We have seen in the case of dissolu-
tions the duty which the Governor has
thrown upon him to try to secure sup-
ply before he grants a  dissolution;
whenever that is not done there will
certainly be a time when the law will,
strietly speaking, be violated if iihe
public ohligations are to be met, But
this fact is subject to various considera-
tions: in the first place, in the Austra-
lian eolonies, which are, and have
always been, by far the greatest offen-
ders in this respect in virtue of the
constant  change of Ministries, the
practice exists and has always existed
for monevs to he paid out on a Gov-
ernor's warrant, anticipafting the sane-
tion of Parlinment,

Hon, W. Kingsmill: In the case of a
dissolution ?

Houn. J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter) : 1t doves not say so. 1f speaks of a
dissolution here, but it applies to all
caseg. There is another remark—

In TFasmania, again. a very vigilant
and careful Governor found it neces-
sary without legal appropriation to ap-
preve the issne of ecertain sums of
money o the judzes. who were doing
extra work during a vacaney in the
kench: this action was attacked in the
Assembly, but the Opposition failed to
carry the motion of censure: it is
clear, however, that the act was illegal.

Here is something fhat i=s extremely in-
feresting to this non-party House, acting
in the non-party wayx it always does—
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In the ease of Western Australia

the same Governor, in 1909—
Thiz was when the Liberal party were
in uitice—
was foreed fo allow fhe meeting of
Parliament {o be delayed until July 28,
after the return rrom EBagland of bis
Premier, who had been there on a visii,
and s=o the country was for a consider-
aule perigd without legal authority for
anpropriation at all.  [u Sonth Austra-
lize the habit of signing excess warrants
hus existed for no less than twenty
vears, and has been approved, if not
recognised as legal, by no less than
three Ministers, one after another, it
heing defended by vne Minister as a
vonvenient and, indeed, necessary
means of procedure,
Now, further than that, T want to draw
atiention to an incident that occwrred in
Transvaal last year. The Act of Federn-
tion which bronght about the South Afri-
can Union uvecurred last vear. In the
Transvaal theve were two Houses of Par-
liament, 1he Upper House and the Lower
House. For a short session they were
only to be paid a certain amount. A
Bill was sent up to make legal a pay-
ment for the foll session of the year.
The Upper Honse would not pass that
Bill. but the Lower House did so. It was
finully decided to pay the amount. Some
persons in the Transvanl decided to test
the matter before a convt of law, and the
court held the payment was illegal; but
despite that fact, the Government decided
that they were guite justified in paying
the money. Certain guestions were aske
with regard to this in the House of
Lords. and eertain deeisions were given.
Lord Crewe was asked by Tord North-
cute, the late Governor (leneral of Aus-
tralia, some questions in regavd to the
maiter. aand this is the svnopsis of the
anawer Lord Crewe gave—

ITe admitted, however, that a Gover-
ner must not normally. whether ad-
vised hy 1Ministers or not, participate
in an illexal action.  Such partieipa-
tion eould only he approved in case of
most supreme public necessity, and
narmally in such cases the action would

not he sach as would be pronounced



iflezal until after it had been taken.
Moreover, the Governor has his- At-
torney General and his legal advisers,
"and bhe presumably, not as a rule being
a legal expert himself, was entitled io
take the view of the state of the law from
them. Thut being so, he did not think
that it was reasonable or necessary to
~lay down -instructions for a Governor
as to what he was to do if action were
proposed to himm ~vhich he eonsidered
. illegal, but lLe recognised the principle
that a Governor of a Colony, even
when acting as Governor in Couneil,
was not to regard the advice of his
Mindsters as  having an  authority
superior to that of the law, and that
except in the case of the most urgent
public necessity it was his duty to re-
Tuse to approve an illegal aclion.
As T say, Ministers do not desire to shel-
ter themselves behind his Excellency the
Governor. 1t is our duty to shield the
Governor in any attack, intended or
oiherwise, made upon him.. There is no
qnestion that the amendment, stating that
something illegal or uaconstitutional s
being. dpne. when it is not being done, is
not vuly a slur wpoen the Ministev, but a
slar on the Governor. In vegard to the
second part of the amendment. to which
a eonsiderable - amwount of evifieism  has
‘been devofed, anrd of whieh a good dsal
has been rande: it may be said that seme
slight hnas been placed upon the Connell.
With the: Colouial Seeretary, all T ean say
is that .ne slight was ever intended. 1
- think membeis-ave fuliv satisfied ithat no
slizat wag meant to he put npon this
Counetl in any shape ar form, Further
than that, T eontemd that wo slight has
_heen sustained by the Comnedl in con-
nection with the Governor’s Speeeh, T
have here a list of unanthorised- pay-
ments that have heen made and assented
fo. =omehimes many months afterwards.
by Parliament. Some of them, the Col-
onial Seeretary informs me, have not vet
bheen assented to.

Hon. W. Kingsmill ;
stopped.

Hon. .J. E. DOND (Honorary Yinis-
ter}: T think the prompiings whieh have
taken place among the Onposition, if T

Tt is time it was
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derson.
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may so termn those hon. members, during
the course of this debate might have led
them to refrain from indulging in the bad
taste of referring to a single prompting
by the Colonial Secretary.

Hon. W, Kingsmill:
ring to the prompting-

Hon. J. BE. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter): I thought you were. I am quite
sure any unbiased person would con-
cede that there has Dbeen no slight
placed upon the Council.  Almost the
very same wording has been observed in
this Speech as in all Speeches of a simi-
lar nature which have been delivered be-
fore. One word, the word “ratify,” may
have been used instead of *approve”
and this non-party’ Chamber has picked
upon this little peint in his Excelleney’s
Speecl: in order to assist their friends
somewhere else, I just want to say a few
words in connection with the speeches
that have been made. Mrv. Sanderson,
wlo is not as vet so well versed iu the art
of politieal diplomacy as mauy other
metabers heve, hos stated candidly that
he eannot dissociate himself from his
politieal views outside. That is.a candid
admission for which 1 honour Mr. Sap-
1. may,, say that ]l'wmu' regard
te the non-party attitude of tlus Cham-
her, T. for one, thought it wontd be well
to place Mr, Cornell over in that seat
behind Mr, Kiggsmill, 1 thouglt it wonld
be more in keepipg with our non-party
professions made fmm time to time if
gome of us wete over there und some of
the other side over here. T wanted to
put  Mr. Cornell over ihere, hecause
T kpoew lie would’ he impregnable
azainst the blandishmentls of Mr. Kings-
mill, and T wanted {Mr. Sanderson over
here hecause I thought, on -the ofther
hand. that he might be susceptible to
some of our Mlandishments, I was with
Mr. Sanderson for a day or so some
vears agn and we unsed {0 argue
out  things  pretty fully, and from
what T knew of hiz views T thought
we might possibly eateh him. Bnt Mr,
Kingsmill, so keen was his regard for the
nan-party attitnde of the ITouse. had al-
ready
Sanderson, and ennseqnently Mr. Corne”™

-

T was not refer-

commandeered the seat for Mr, .
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was foreed to take a seat behind us, I
cannot get away from that subject with-
out drawing attention to fthe attitude
adepted by Mr. Kingsmill, The hon.
member said tbat he would speak the
more freely on aceount of the remoteness
of his offence, but that as a member of
previous Governments be had been guilty
of some of these unconstitutional

practices, as he terms them, him-
selt. " And lhe said also thal pre-
vious Governments, and the pre-

vious Government, had been guilty of in-
finitely worse unconstitutional practices
than had the present Government. The
only justification My, Kingsmill claimed
for not having taken a stand before was
that the prezent is the most recent ocea-
sion. Yet he admits that not merely one
or twa, bul numerous instances, have oc-
cuwrred of a similar nature. Why did
Mr. Kingsmill only recognise that wrong
has no preecedent when a Government
came into power holding different views
from his own?

Hon. W. Kingsmill: How do you know
that?

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter): Evidently Mr. Kingsmill has not
followed out that rule which asks us to
take the mote out of our own eye before
atterapting to take it out of the other fel-
low’s. It would have been infinitely more
creditable in Mr. Kingsmill, to whom we
are told are entrusted the privileges of
the House, had he made a stand against
these praetices on some previous ocecasion,
instead of waiting for this party to come
into power.

Hon. W. Kingsmmill: The previous Gov-
erument made a wrong step which you
condone and earry on.

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
fer) : Mr. Kingsmill said it was unfortun-
ate that it should have oceurred during the
regime of the hon. gentleman who now
leads the House. Tt was indeed unfortu-
nate, and I take it had there been another
gentleman. of the Liberal party, leading
the Honse Mr. Kingsmill would have prob-
ably had nothing to say, even on the pres-
ent occasion. Mr. Moss had a good deal
_ to say in eonuection with the Trades Hall,

“and he waxed very sarcasfic in regard

1Y

\
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to brass bands leading the provession.
Various other members have also drawn
attention to the faot that on the memor-
able oceasion when so many people turned
out to back up the Labour party in their
efforis a brass band was utilised. I do
ot know that there is anything fo get so
violent over in regard fo a brass band.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: Probably vou did
not hear the band.

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter) : I think that at the opening of Par-
liament a brass band used to be stationed
lrere, and also in econnection with military
manceuvres and on many other ocecasions
brass bands are greatly in evidence. I am
sure if Mr. Connor had been present on
that day he would have been quite happy
te hear that brass hand playing the
“Roast Beef of Old England” and
the “Bold Buceaneers,” or some-
thing of that kind. But this is
not the only oceasion on  which
brass bands have been used in aid of pol-
itical parties. Possibly Mr. Moss is not
aware that a braneh of that party to
whiech he Dbelongs—perhaps chivalry
should withhold me from disclosing this

—the Women’s Liberal League, when
they finished wup  that  wondertul
conference and went on the river

for a piente, eame down with song and
musi¢ to the tune of, “We will hang John
Brown to a sour apple tree.” But “Johm
Brown” was not the name they used, it
was “Andy Fisher.” That is the sort of
music the Liberal League provides for
thase holding opinions not in accordance.
with their views. Yet we find member
after member getting up and complaining
about the brass band playing the “Roast
Beef of Old England” because we were
to try to bring down the price of
meat. A good deal has been said in the
course of the debate about electors with-
out brains. Mr. Moss practically re-
ferred to the faet that we want electors
with brains in order te be able to prevent
the mareh of political agitators who are
likely to bring ruin upon the country.
Tt is a poor compliment to ihe electors
that iwo-thirds of them shounld be charac-
terised as having n ohvains.

Hon. M. L. Moss: I never made any
such remark.
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Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter) : It may be that Mr. Moss may think
of these electors as he does of—the eivil
gervice, I think it was; I made a note
of it. Mr. Moss, in speaking of the civil
service—a grea{ body of men and women
who, [ believe, are equal to any other
body of men and women trying to de
their duty and earry out their work in
a proper manner throughout the Common-
wealth—Mr. Moss. referred to the civil
service as a refuge for many derelicts
who could not make their way outside.
That is the way a large body of electors
in the State ave stigmatised by the hon.
member. And when he states we want
clectors with brains, that these are the
people to run the country, and that they
can only be found in the ranks of elec-
tors to this House, it iz a poor compli-
ment to the men and women of the land.
Mueh has also been said in connection
with ecapital being driven out of the
eountry, and we have had the vsual pes-
simistic vtterances of Mr. Moss, holding
up to us that the Labour party are bring-
ing ruin to the eountry, that eapital is
eing driven out, and that yon want men
and women with stakes in the country. Good
old gags these are; I have heard them for
the last twenty or thirty years. So far as
I can see, the family is the best stake you
can possibly get. Whether be has a thous-
and pounds or a thousand pence, the man
who is trying to rear his family, and
bring them np in the best way he can, has-
just as mueh a stake in the couniry as a
man with two or three thousand pounds.
I would like to say I have five stakes in
the country, all boys, and I de not know
but that I am doing my best to get an

toterest, and a considerable inferest,
by trying to rear my family here
Those bhoys will eaeh require a

moiety of Mr. Connor’s beef, Mr. Piesse’s
apples, and, no doubt, of Mr. MeLarty’s
pigs. These are the sort of stakes vou
want in the eountry. Talk about a man
with ten, twenty, or thirty thousand
pounnds as the only one who has any stake
in the country, and the only one
with brains te control the destiny
of the country, reqnires langmage that
I, for one, cannot find to desecribe.
Mr. Moss in making the statemeni in re-
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ference to eapital and stakes in the
eountry, etcetra, said the Labour
party were bringing ruin to the ecoun-
try, but Mr, Banderson takes up an
entirely different attitude. Here we
have two gentlemen, standing high in
their profession, one saying that we
are bringing ruwin {o the country and
the other saying that all onr legislation,
all our Arbitration Acts, all our Early
Closing Aects and all our Acts dealing
with social reform are helping the eapital-
ists. I eannot understand it. Mr. Saa-
derson freely admits that all this legisla-
tion the Labour party are bringing into
existence is only lelping the capitalists.
1t is the besl possible thing that could
hoppen, Mr. Sanderson believing as he
does and Mrv. Moss believing as he does,
to pass over all legislation to the Labear
party which is doing so much to help the
eapitalists. Aeccording to Mr. Sanderson
every bit of legislation excepting the in-
iquitous land tax is intended to help the
eapitalist. He is on a good wicket. There
is ove thing Mr. Moss and Mr. Sander-
son are agreed upon and that is that we
should look Lo America and other eoun-
tries as examples of préSperity, that
these are the countries whieh are prosper-
ous and which we should copy to be
prosperous also. I want to give a few
figures in conneetion with the prosperity
of Amertea and England. T think it only
right to do this because it is well to kaow
what kind of prosperity we are asked
fo look to. Tn the United States of
America, as Mr. Cornell has pointed out,
there are 15 million underfed, under-
clothed, and wretchedly housed people,
and 99 per cent. of the wage-earners are
without any property whatever. That is
wonderful prosperity; one per cent. have
all the property. Over four millions of
the population are absolute paupers; one-
third of the population of New York ve-
ceive aid from public sources, and one-
tenth of those who die are buried in the
potters’ Seld. The article goes on to say—
“And this, in degree, is what the Trusts
acting through the ageney of place-hunt-
ing politicians would bring about in Ans-
tralia.,”” That is in Ameriea. I want also
to draw attention to a few figures pre-
septed to the British House of Commors
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by Dr. Drysdale in an official report made
to the British Honses of Parliament. He
stated that out of 100 children eight died
in the first year of their life. That was
among the well-fo-do classes, and as many
as thirty out of every bundred succumbed
among the children of those who were
poor. This is largely due to the faet that
at the bottom of society, wages are so low
that food and other requisites of life can
be obtained only with great difficulty.
Another authority, Dr. Playfair, stated
that amoug the upper classes, eighteen
out of every hundred ehildren died be-
fore they reached the age of five, but of
the ehildren of the working class 55 out
of every hundred died before they
reached the age of five. In writing up
this article it is stated—

But British Minister Haldane says,
“the Empire was never more prosper-
ous than it is to-day.” and he looks
forward to “a great expansion of. trade
with the awakening East.” Theve is
sometlung horribly wrong with the
Empire {that is busy making cotton for
the Chinese and eoftins for its ehildren.

It is we!l to point out the prosperity of
Amervira and . these other .eountries. T
might siate that in eonneetion with those
revelations. which were made by Uptlon
Sinclair:sp Fhe Jungle, which almost ap-
pallatt.the civilised world, a Royal Com-
misston s wis appeinted to inquire into
.some of .the allegafions. and that commis-
ston stated. 1hatf. conditions. Wwere worse
than Sineclair had portraved them in his
hook. 1 hope Australians will take-warn-
inz and not be led away by the appeal to
the prosperity of America, England, Ger-
many and other places. Reference has
alzn been made to the high eost of living
and high waues, amd it has been stated
that the high ecost of living has heen
hrought about hy the high rale of wages.
I am nat going to deny that that is not
true; in many ecases if iz true.  High
waees fend to make fhe eost of livine
high. hat that is not all that is operat-
ing to bring about the high cost of
living. Tt is the elimination of ecom-
pelition by trusts, monopolies and hon-
ourable understandings—another name
for trusis—which is as much responsible

‘more than oné-thivd of the' Bill,
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for the high cost of living as the high
rate of wages. I am not going to desl
with the question of protection or free-
trade, but 1 would like to say that prob-
ably my views on this matter ave in ac-
cordance with the views of many mem-
bers with the exception that, while they
are prepared [o argue the question of
freetrade or proteetion only, when it
comes to protection and land values
taxation, whieh mwust go with any sys-
tem of freetrade, it is guite anorwer mat-
ter. Unul the people of Australia wake
up to the fact that salvation lies to
some extent in a revision of the Cus-
toms, it is not much use of State Parlia-
ments endeavouring to take any action
in the matter. I want to say a few words
in connection with the Arbitvation Bill
which was hefore the House last session.
Mr, Moss gave what he stated was a fair
summary of what took place in connce-
tion with that Bill. While it may be to
some extent fair, I say emphatically that
Mr. Moss did not give what may be

stated as the whole faets in conneetion

with the rejection .of rhat Bill.
Hon. M. L. Moss: What did I omit?

* " Hoh. J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-

ter): The Bill counsisted of 1G clanses.
When it came before this Chamber six
of those clauses were amended.” That is
Not
only “did the Counell” decide to amend
and reject certain clauses of that par-
lienlar amending measure, but went one

‘furthdr and decided to make the prinei-

ple of ‘the Bill under which we were
working riere reactionary than it was
then, and Mr. Moss. limself, 1 think,
wmoved for the elimination of the pastoral
and rural industries from the Bill.

Hon. M. L. Mess: Yon  know these
amendments were not insisted on; in the
end they were all put hack.

on. J.E.DODD (Honorary Minister)
The hon. member knows what an oath is
that warns us lo tell the truth, the whole
truth and nothing but the truth. 1 am
zoing to give nof enly the facts relating
to the Bill when it left this House, bui
at the time it was before the House Mr.
Moss tried to make this Bill more re-
actionary than it was hy the elimination
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of those industries from the definition
whieh would have prevented shearers anil
ihose engaged in rural indusiries from
taking advantage of arbitration. The Bill
went back to the Assembly and reference
has been made to the arbitrary action
taken by the other place in connection
with this measure. What did the other
place do? They agreed to three out of
the six amendments made and rveturned
the Bill. There was a deadlock in connec-
tion with two clauses, and T am inclined
to think that if when the managers had
met the night this Bill was diseussed, the
majority of this House would have
been inelined to pass this measure
even then, had it nut been for a sense
of loyalty to those whe were appointed
to vepresent this Flouse, and I think the
majority of members have regretted that
they did not pass the measure at the
time. Reference has been made to agita-
tors, and again T have to refer to Mr.
Moss in this connection. My, Moss stated
that had not it been for agitators, who
were always trving to create strife, and
who did not tell people that they were
far better off here than in other parts of
the world, we wounld not have had the
trouble we have had. T want to guote a
statement made by two of these agitators
on the goldfields, and it was to the gold-

fields Mr. Moss particularly referred,
because he spoke of 13s. d4d. per
day as the money earned by miners

at the Boulder. The following remarks
were made by Mr. (. MecLeod, secretary
of a union of almest 3,000 strong, pro-
bably the most militant union in Western
Australia, and by Mr. H, Glance, the
aeneral secretavy of that body, which eom-
prises about 3,000 members operating
throughout the eastern and northern
coldfields. They made passing reference
le the early termination of the existing
agreement between the mining eompanics
and the miners. and added—

They were proud to he able to say
that, when the miners entered into an
agreement, they were prepaved honestly
and faithfully te earry it out. The
existing agreement had been in force
three yvears, and although conditions in
that time had altered, and the cost of
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living had increased, they had stuck to

the agreement without asking for con-

cessions,
I ask members if they call those men
agitators )

Houn. D. G. Gawler: You would not
call them agitators, would vou?

Hon. M. L. Mess: That is nol the class
I am driving al at all.

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Mini-
ster): My Moss veferred to agitators
and prineipaily on the goldfields.

Hon. AL L. Moss: There are plenty
on the goldlields.
Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Mini-

ster): T am referring to those men who
are holding the highest and most res-
ponsible posttions in  conneetion with
unionism on the goldfields, T might go
further and say that in the metro-
politan  avea, had it not been for

some of these agitators upon whom Mr.
Moss looks with such seorn, we would have
had trouble here which possibly would
have left this eity in a very bad pesition.
In connection with the transport trouble
which seemed likely to take place, it was
only the hard work, perseverance, courage,
and enevgy of some of these agitators in
respronsible positions that saved the situ-
ation, I know something of the inside
vanning, and I say that the people of
Western Australia should think more of
these despised agitators. Let me say also
to make a statement like that to which
I have referred requires a little bit
of grit and courage. It is not al-
ways an easy matter to stand up before
300 or 400 miners, some of them perhaps
smarting uwnder an injustice, and many of
them thinking that they should have higher
wages and better hours; and I repeat, it
requires grit {o stand before them and say
that they had better wait until their agree-
ment expires or (o try and settle their
troubles without having recourse o strik-
ing. T think hon. members might think
twice and well before they make so many
references to labonr agitators. Another
matter which has been touched upon by
My, Moss—I am sorry to have to refer so
many times to that hon. member, but he
was the first speaker, and I look upon him
as the leader of the Opposition in this
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non-party Chamber, and T think other
members of this Council regard My, Moss
as such—is that the Labour party, almost
to a man, are in favour of unifieation.
Mr. Lynn could hardly agree with Al
Moss, and he stated that so far as New
South Wales was concerned the Labour
party there were not unificationists;
I want to say that that statement
is an absolute libel, and it is thoroughly
incorrect, and cannot be borne out.
I for one opposed unification by every
means in my power, and I say here
and I say it advisediy, that that
whiech is making towards unification
and working the hardest to bring it about,
is action snch as that which is being in-
dulged in in this non-party Chamber in
connection with the amendment. Nothing
can go furlbher towards bringing about
unification than that, and I say here, and
I say it advisedly, that if such an atti-
tude is persisted in, and if the Labour
party is to be compelled to fight this
Chamber in ovder to get some of its mea-
sures through, I for one will do my best
for unifieation in order to get justice
where it is denied.

Hon. M. L. Moss: That is a threat.

Hon. J. E. DODD {Honorary Mini-
ster): I would remind the hon. geutle-
man that interjections do nol worry me
much; I am mnot particularly Leen in
wasting my time in order to get over in-
terjections, consequently I hope the lon.
member will not be annoyed if I do not
take any notice of them. Much has been
said with reference to centraiisation. T
da not know any ather place in the world
where ihe syvstem of centralisation has
been indulged in by previous Govern-
ments or paities than has been the ecase
in this State. It is fairly bad in Sydney
and Melbourne, but I should say it is
equally ns bad in Perth or, I should say,
in Western Australia. 1 should say, like
Myr. Cornell, that if a vote of mine can
bring about a reform of this Chamber
that vote will always be given. 1 for one
do not hold the opinion that many do
with reference to this Chamber; I am not
one who believes that the Chamber is
composed of what is understood to be old
fossils who have no intelligence. T do not
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think I have any animosity against any
member in this Chamber, but to mxy mind,
on the score of expense, its esistence is
not warranted, and if we could bring
about diffusion of power by such means
as the initiative and referendum, it seems
to me that one Chamber will be suflicient
to contrel the affairs of Western Aus-
tralia. .

Hoen, M. L. Moss: One referendum wiil
cost more than a year’s salaries of mem-
hers of this House.

Hon. J. E. BODD  (Honorary Mini-
ster): Mr. Sanderson, who is not pre-
sent just now, when econtesting his elee-
tion, had a good deal to say about humani-
tarian legislation, and he classed bimself
as a supporter of all that would tend to
uplift and bring about better conditions
for those who were on the lower rung of
the ladder. I might say that I got one of
Mr., Sanderson’s pamphlets under my
door, and it almost led me to give him my
second vote, but reading his speech here
I should be exceedingly glad to know what
line he waunts this humanitarian legisla-
tion to takke. To my mind the attitude
he adopted was simply the attitude of
despair—that whatever legislation was
brought down, nothing would bLe of any
benefit {0 those who were on the lower
rung of the ladder. Mr. Colebateh, in
speaking ahbout the non-alienation of
Crown lands, the other evening, referved
to the fact that we eould not ssy that we
liad received a mandate from (he people,
and that it had not been hefore the people
in the way that many of those other ques-
tions to which we had drawn altention
here, but I think if there was one ques-
tion that was before |he people more than
another duaring last session it was this
particular one.

Hon, H. P. Colebatch: I stated that
your paper repudiated it, and said it
wonld probably be altered.

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Mini-
ster) : The paper or the party?

Hon. H. P. Colebateh: The paper.

Flon, J. E. DODD (Honorary Mini-
ster): I only go by what the party do.
So far as repudiating it is concerned, I
think the party did quite the reverse,
and I say, if there was one thing the
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mandate of the people was given upon
it was that question. ,
Hon. B. C. O'Brien: It was a great

cry at the finish.

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary ini-
ster) : Mz, Colebateh went further, and
I hardly lLike to use the term, but he
made a cheap sneer at the Labour
party. Mr. Lynn also drew afttention
to the same matter, and it was ¢ither Mr.
Lynn or Mr. Colebatelh who said that
the Lahour party had not the adaptability
and ail other things necessary to earry
ont the State’s financial policy. I think
the time has gone in a country smch ns
this for innnendoes or sneers of that kind
to be made by anyone. The Labour party
have shown themselves to be as eapable
as any other party in handling the finan-
ces of the country, and in eonneetion wiih
the Federal Parliament they bave shown
themselves to be indeed very capahble—-

Hon. M. L. Moss: Taking money from
the people’s pockets.

Hou. J. E. DODD (Honorary Xinis-
ter) : In bringing about, if I may use that
cood old term, stable government., The
Labour party in the Commonwealth have
this year a surplus of £2,000,000, and that
faet is causing a good deal of anxiety to
many of those who are in opposition to
them. Had that amount bheen a deficit
instead of a surplus, what a howl of in-
dignation there wonld have been. Now
there is.a surplus of £2,000,000, and we
are told that we are robbing the people,
and that we ave taking this money which
should be in the pockets of the people.
and that, too, in view of the vast nnder-
takings which are going to be carried out
«duoring the next few years.

Hon. B. MecLarty: Taken oub of the
pockets of a few people.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Australin was
never more prosperous than it is at the
present time.

en. J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
-ter) : First we are told that we are taking
this money, through the customs, out of
the pockets of the people generallv. and
‘now we are fold by Mr. MeLarty that we
areMtaking it out of the pockets of a few.
If one really could get down to settled
opinions they wonld form very entertain-
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ing reading. Alr. Colebaieh also referred
to the workers’ homes, and he drew atten-
1ien to a small pamphlet which has been
issued showing the deawing of the pro-
posed homes. I would like to anssure Mr.
Colebateh that it is not inteuded to adopt
that design for all the preposed workers'
homes; Lhe homes wiil provide rooms not
ouly for the man and womau of the house
but also for the babies. Reference has also
been made to the conveution constitution,
and instances were given of the way in
whieh the present electoral systemd will
work in connection with convention con-
stitutions, I would like to draw attention
to the vote thal was recorded in South
Anustralin some time ago, and of which a
aood deal has been wade by the Liberal
Press, and that is that in that State, for
the sixteen seats won by the Labour party
more votes were cast than for the 24 seats
held by the other party. If the conven-
tion constitution pans out so badly in
connection with our Liberal system, it
seems fo me that the other eonstiturion
does not work much better. Mr. Sommers
also drew attention to the same matter,
and referred to the fact that 500 might
vote one way and 501 the other way and
secure all the representation. “What I
would like to know is why the varions
Giovernments he has supporied wup
to date have not done anything to try
and remedy that state of affairs. Liberal
Governments have been in office almost the
whole time sinee Responsible Government,
and nothing whatever was done until two
gessions ago, when an effort was made to
bring about a better state of affairs, and
vet we find the Labour party are being
blamed for the had electoral laws. The
desire to cut up the Federal Senate into
constituencies, was thdt the party might
not secure any representation therein. I
have been struek during the cowrse of
this debate with the pairietism of hon.
members.  Mr. Connor who spoke very
eloguently for two and a half homs on
beef, and most of the other members
devoted almost the whole of their speeches
to heef—in faet the whole atmosphere has
been electrical with beef—I say that Mr.
Connor, who has sueh n wonderful intevest
in that commodity, wound np his speech
by damning Collie conl, saying there was
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no good in it and that nothing could be
gained by using it. Even Mr. MeLarty,
who also has a considerable interest in
the meat industry, but who represents the
eonstituency from which Collie coal comes,
eould not gllow that remark to pass un-
challenged, and Mr. Clarke also drew at-
tention to the same thing. It is remarkable
what patriotism some hon. members have
so far as their own industry is coneerned,
but when it comes to another industry
their patriotism is of a somewhaf mild
order.’ Then I might mention that Mr.
Sommers in that speech of his, which T
shall not attempt to deseribe—the larger
portion of it was mere childish ridieule—
drew attention to some of the fishing
grounds of Western Australia. I think
the Federal trawler “Endeavour” only
went as far as Geraldton, whilst the prin-
cipal fishing grounds of Western Austra-
lia are up near Shark Bay; but, apart
from that, Mr. Sommers did not seem to
care what he led the world to believe
in regard to our fishing grounds, no more
than Ay, Conmor cared what he led the
world to believe in regard to Collie coal.
Yet both hon. gentlemen were highly in-
dignant at the Colonial Secretary stating
in the Hounse that beef was 1s. 2d. per Th.
One hon. gentleman said such a statement
wonld roin the ecredit of the country.
But there was ne guestion of ruining the
credit of Western Australia when they
were dealing with Collie coal, and there
was no thought about ruining the credit
of Western Australia when Mr. Sommers
stated that the “Endeavomr” had caught
nothing but a few stingrays, instead of
fish. Mr. Sommers, with that keenness
for which he is noted, might bave men-
tioned some of the fishing grounds re-
ferred to in the offieial reports that have
been made by Mr. Dannevig on the work
of the Federal trawler “Endeavour.” The
fishing grounds which he refers to are not
sifuated at Fremantle, or at Geraldton,
but down near Esperance, a place of
which My, Kingsmill has given such a
wonderful enlogy. Mr. Dannevig savs—
The “Endeavowr’s” eatches have on
several occasions rveached 5001bs. of
fish per hour of fishing, and it is pro-
bable that at least 300Ibs. per hour may
be relied upon over an extensive avea.
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Under these circumstances jt is evident
that a commercial enterprise, if jvo-
perly Handled, would pay handsomely,
while the vetail price need not exceed
3d, or 4d. per pound. The distance
from Port Adelaide to these grounds is
about 500 or 600 miles, and only
slightly less from Albany. Trawlers
working from these ports would prob-
ably make fortnightly trips (including
short time), and might, on our present
information, be expected to average 10
tons per frip.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: That is Enela, not

Esperance.

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter): It is coming round the coast into
Western Australian waters. Further on
My, Dannevig goes on to say—

The good fishing grounds in the
Bight referred to are situated within
100 miles from the port of Eucla,
which, when some day it is eonnected
with the transeontinental vailway, may
become an important fishing ecentre,
and supply the goldflelds at regular
intervals with cheap and fresh fish.
This, of course, would equally apply
to the Eustern markets. When, as it
is understood is contemplated, the Es-
perance harbour in Western Australia
is eonnected with rail, that port also
will become an excellent eentre for dis-
tribution. It is siluated about one
day’s steam from the grounds as now
known; and, possibly, good fishing
might also be obtainable thers at a
shorter distance. This depends wpon
the western extension of the Bight
grounds, which has not yet been de-
termined.

I think those hon. gentlemen who falk so
much about their patrictism and who
condemn that poor fellow MeCallum for
the statements he is sapposed te have
made in the English Press—I think he
did make them, to be honest—rmight well
look round and see whether they cannot
infuse or instil a little more patriotism
into their own natures, in order that
Western Australia might be enabled to
go ahead. These gentlemen are not the
only ones who are not imbued with patri-
otie motives. Mr, Kingsmill, in referring
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to the trading enterprise of the Govern-
ment in connection with the North-West
«coast, spoke of the great disabilities
which the ships would have to encounter
in going along that coast, and he stated
that every ton of eoal the steamers would
burn would have to be taken up the coast
and brought back, whereas those ships
which trade to Singapore have the op-
portunity of geiting coal at both ends of
the vovage. I take it that the journey
to Singapore would take just twice as
long as the journey to Wynham, and that
a2 hoat would go from Fremantle to
‘Wyndham and back again in the same
time as a boat would go from Fremantle
to Singapore.

Hon, W, Kingsmill: No.

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter): Well something like it. Yet we
are told that the Singapore boats get
«coal at both ends. These are some of the
patriotic statements of hon. members.
‘Had they been made by any members of
the Labour party the indignation in con-
nection with the criticism of them would
have known no bounds. T wonld like fo
refer to some statements made by Mr.
‘Sommers, but seeing that that gentleman
has moved for a Select Committee to in-
quire into certain matters I do not in-
tend to deal at any great length with his
speech, I want to say, though, that the
onstitutional usage of this House, from
all I have heard in regard to it in the
past, will not permit me to describe in
‘the language I would like to use the
speech of that hon. gentleman. T woulid
o further and say—-—

Hon. W. Kingsmill: Write it down
and hand it up to the bench.

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
fer): I am not going fo read a speech as
Mr. Sommers did; my notes are here for
any hon. member who desires to read them
afterwards to see what has been wrilten
down, and probably if Mr. Sommers would
hand over his book also it would be ex-
‘tremely interesting.

Hon. €. Sommers: Here it is.

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter): T would also like to say that, not
only the econstitutional usage of this
House, bat also all I have heard about
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the tone of this Chamber, will not give
me language enough to criticise Mr, Som-
mers’ speech in the way I would like.

Hon, C. Sommers: Your Premier sets
a good example to anybody.

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter): 1 am not speaking of the Pre-
mier, but of Mr. Sommers. I take it
that if Mr. Sommers wishes to fight his
election battle over again, this Chamber
is hardly the place in which to do it. I
can find no language in which to ade-
guately deseribe the classical expressions
used by the hon. member. Let me say
that I have been connected with a large
number of working men’s organisations,
and have attended many meetings in
which men have been smarting nnder in-
juries infinitely worse than Mr. Sommers
smarted under, and men too, perhaps, not
as well educated as Mr. Sommers, but
never have I heard in any assembly lan-
ouage used in debate such as the hon.
trernber has used here. Had not the hon.
member called for the production of cer-
tain papers, T would have niad some-
thing further to say. I am glad that a
Select Committee has been appointed, and
if he had not moved in that direction I
would have challenged him to do se.
However, it is perbaps just as well to
let that maiter remain in abeyance until
the committee have reported. But there
is one matter which T do wish to make a
remark or two upon in conneetion with
that speech, and that is on the matter
of spoils to the victors. It ill becomes
anv man who is a sapporter of the late
Government to mention one solitary word
in regard to spoils to the vietors. Those
hon. gentlemen whe wonld support a
Government responsible for such a men-
sure as the Redistribution of Seats Aect
should say nothing about spoils te the
vietors. Those gentlemen who would
support a Government responsible for
the removal of an honourable gentleman
who sits in this Chamber from a licensing
bench. simply because he oppoased them,
and who would be responsible for remov-
ing another gentleman ow the Murehison
roldfields, who holds as clean a name as
any man in the community, simply be-
cause he was an active worker aeninst
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their own pariicular candidate, are not
those who should say anything on the
subject of spoils to the vietors.

Hon. C. Sommers: I have a lot to say
about them yet.

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honerary Minis-
ter) : Time is getting on, and, although
there is so much more I would like to
say

Hon. C. Sommers: Do not spare me.

Hon, J. . DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter): 1 feel it is hardly right to keep
membhers here. 1 wish to deal, however,
with a few remarks made by M.
MeLarty. He had a good deal that was
interesting fo tell us in connection with
the meat industry and varions other mat-
ters, and he referred to his brothers and
what ihey bad to endure in the past, and
the pluck that actmated ihem in working
up the pariienlar station in which they
were interested. I for one have no envy
of Mr. MecLarty’s brothers or himself, or
anyone else who has been sneeessfn! in
an industry of that kind, and I say all
honour to those who, like Mr. MeLarty
and his brothers, have endeavonred to do
something for the eountry they are in
as well as something for themselves. The
statement to which I draw attention is
the statement by Mr. McLarty, “Where
will we find a member of the Labowr
party who would have the pluck to do such
things,” such things as those to which he
drew attention. I might give a number of
instances of members of the Labour party
who have performed infinitely more
plucky or heroie actions than those of Mr.
MeLarty’s brothers, but I do not wish to
mention names, though when a statement
like that is made it is one that hincts. We
find men going info the auriferoms areas
of the country and going day by day
underground, facing danger of all kinds,
and I take it members will agree with me
that these men have exhibited just as
much pluck as those who have gone into
the interior to build up eattle stations.
Quly on Saturday we noticed in the TWest
Australian that one man, Leonard Cullen,
received the Clarke medal for bravery in
resening a fellow-man, although it was
almost certain death to do so. These are
examples of pluek equal fe those other
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examples given. There are ¢ne or two re-
marks made by the Hon. J, D, Connolly it
will be perhaps as well to draw attention
to before I sit down. The Hon, J. D.
Connclly and the Hon. R. D. McKenzie
found fault with the Government because
it was stated in the Governor’s Speech
that new fields had been found at Mount
Jackson and Ora Banda. No one knows
better than these two gentlemen that
Mount Jacksen and Ora Banda were
virtually played-ont old fields, and that
new discoveries have taken place there
during the past yenr or two. Mount Jack-
son was praclically deserted; there has
been no mining there for years. And the
same may be said in connection with
Kurnalpi. TFaor years past nothing has
heen done there, yet to-day thonsands of
ounces are being brought in from Kur-
nalpi. Is it wrong to describe these
places as new felds? It strikes me that
members must be exceedingly hard-up for
arguments io bring out such as these in
connection with the administration of the
(rovernment. The Hon. J. D. Connolly
defended the purchase of the aborigines’
station beecause it was something for the
benefit of the aborigines, yet he condemns
any trading enterprise whieh is for the
benefit of whites.

Hon, M, L. Mass: No. He said you
should puf chilling works there to reduce
the cost of living, and advised you not to
do something useless.

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter) : I wish to refer to the hon. member's
remarks in connection with the Trades
Hall, and also to a statement in regard
to miners’ unions and polities, It has
been gaid that certain matters have been
an election ery. I think I staied to oue
member it was purely an election ery in
regard to the Trades Hall, and I
thoronghly believe the outery in connec-
tion with the Trades Hall has been made
for purely electioneering purposes, What
are the facts in ¢onnection with advaneces
to trades halls in this State? Many and
many a trades hall has received granis
from various Governments. This is not
the first grant by any means. Trozens of
grants have been made to various trades
halls thronghout Western Australia by
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different Governments. It has been said
that trades-hall people are not to-day
what they were in the past, that they are
now more political organisations than
industrial organistaions. That is not so.
There was just as much of the politieal
attitnde in the past as there is to-day. I
have been connected with trades halls
since T have been in Western Australia,
something like 17 years, ever since they
came to any growth at all, and I ean say
that political action and influence were
just as much in evidence in those days
as to-day.

Hon. F. Connor: We accept you as
being more genuine.

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter) : I do not take that as a compliment.
There are hon. members working in the
trades halls equally as genuine, if T am
genuine, as myself. Why is it that such
an outery or such criticism has been de-
voted to the proposed grant to the Perth
Trades Hall? I say emphatically that
behind it all is the mere question -of an
electioneering ¢ry. In connection with
the irades halls there is something like
£10,000 or £15,000 snbscribed in death
duves, accident dues, and other dues for
the benefit of those who would otherwise
perhaps be forced nupon the State, That
is not polities. Is there anything in con-
nection with the Liberal League by which
henefits and otherwise are paid to those
members who fall in a bad way? TYet we
are told ihat the Trades Hall is a purely
political organisation, though they ave
paying these bhenefits to which I am
direeting attention. The Hon. J. D.
Conuolly said that the Labour party were
opposed to immigration, and he said that
the last year his Government were in
office something like 10,000 immigrants
were hrought out, but that since we have
been in office during the last nine months
there were only 7,000 immigrants brought
to the shores of Western Australia, The
figures I liave may not be exaectly correct,
but I think they are just abont right.
During the twelve months ending 30th
June, 1911, the last financial yvear of the
previous Government, we received 7,606
immigrants. To the 30th June. 1912, we
received 9,601 immigrants, or an increase
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of 1,995 in the financial year that we
have coneluded. From Oetober, 1910, to
October, 1911, the total number of immi-
grants received was 8,678, From Oectober,
1911, to 30th June, 1912, that is covering
the period the Labour Government have
been in office, the total number received
was 7,741 immigrants, almost as many as
were brought out in the twelve months by
the previous Government.

Hon. H. P. Colebatch: Will you keep
it up?

Hen, J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter) : Half a moment; I have not quite
finished. The approximate number for
the tweive months will be about 10,000
immigrants, providing for those at pre-
sent on the sea, Now this is very inter-
esting to the hon. member who asked that
question. At present there are 4,317
nominations approved and waiting for
passages.

Hon. M. L. Moss: Who made the con-
tracts under which you are bringing them
out?

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter) : Never mind the contracts; we shall
deal with those next year. I have one or
two remarks fo make before I sit down,
There ave many others I would like to
draw attention to, but time is getting too
late. When I first came to the Chamber
I remember listening to speeches on the
Address-in-reply, and I was struck with
the exireme Socialistic Chamber into
which T had gained a footing; and I re-
member on going back to Kalgoorlie that
I met Mr, Cornell, and knowing he was
fairly more of an exfreme Socialist than
myself, I told him that he was only
wasting his time in dealing with the mod-
erate views of the Secialistic and Demo-
eratic Federation of Kalgoorhe, and that
he should by all means try to seenre a
footing in this Chamber, because of the
extreme socialistic views of hon. mem-
bers. T wish to read a few extracts from
their views. They will be found in the
Hansard vecords of the debate in 1910.
The late Mr. Throssell, it will be well re-
membered, drew attention to the fact of
the great diffienlty agrieulturists had in
zefting agricultural machinery, and he
expressed himself in very emphatic and
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clear terms in favour of the establishment
of the manufacture of agricultural im-
plements in the State. He said that he
would give his heartiest and strongest
support if any Government would decide
upon the establishment of these works.
He also went further and stated that
the establishment of a State hotel at
Ghwalia was one of the best undertakings
that had ever been entered into in Western
Australia, that the supply of good liguor,
with the exercise of real good manage-
ment had bronght about quile a revolu-
tion in eonneetion with the liguor traffic.
Mr. Pairick while claiming for Geraldton
distriet that it was central and eontained
the largest available extent of country
so far as sheep were concerned, contended
that in any case the Government should
go on with the proposed works at Wynd-
ham, comforting himself with the reflee-
tion that other similar works would fol-
low. Mr, Connor said that he should try
to develop the country by the erection
of meat works, and that in following
this eourse the Government would be do-
ing something for the benefit of the State
generally. Mr. Patrick supported that,
with the reservation that he wanted the
works to be at Geraldton. Mr. Throssell
desired State manufacture of agrienl-
tural implements, and State sale of
liguor. Mr, Hamersley said that in some
places, as for instanee, Vietorta and
Souath Australia, the farmers were always
attempting to induee various Govern-
ments to institute the elevator system,
and remarked that the most important
and successful eountries trading in wheat
had this system in vogue. Mr, Kingsmill
interjected ‘‘What about the ships?”’
whereupen Mr. Hamersley said that we
would have very little diffieulty in getting
ships to come here, and that if we could
not gel them the eountry was socialistic
enouglt and sufficiently ambitions, and he
did not see why we should not build these
ships for onrselves. Therefore it will be
seen a wonderful change has come over the
opinions expressed by membhers of this
Chamber. In 1910 they were so extremely
socialistie thal I, for one, considered Mr.
Cornell was indeed wasting his time at

Kalgoorlie wilh the socialistic Demo-
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cratic Federation, and it was through my
telling him of this that he first decided
to seek a place in this Chamber. It is a
wonderful change that has come over
Lon. members in this non-party House.
When there was only the Liberal party
in existenee it was all well and good.
They believed in seeialism, in  having
anything and everything at all. Every-
thing in the garden was lovely, But
to-day there is another party. The Labour
party happened to get control of the Gov-
ernment benches, and I am afraid this
Chawber has had to take up the role
usnally adopted by the Opposition in an-
other place. I do not know that T need
say anything more. Personally, as far
as conhcerns any amendment or any mo-
tion which may be submitted here, it does
not affect the Ministry or myself in the
least, but I do say in conneetion with the
amendment before the House that it con-
tains a reflection on lis Excellency the
Governor which should not be tolerated
by the majority of members sitting hLere.
I only hope that during the coming ses-
ston members, according to their profes-
sipns, will be prepared to give a fair deal
to the Ministry, and I hope that in doing
this they will be actuated by a desire not
ouly to give us a fair deal, but to give a
fair deal to all parts of the country. Then
I am sure Western Australia will not go
backwards, but will move forwards and
upwards.

Amendment (that the words proposed
to be struek out be struck out) put, and
a division taken with the following re-
sult :—

Ayes .. . .. 16

Noes .. ‘e .. D
Majority for o1
Avgs,

Hen, H. P. Colebatch ) Hon, B. McLarty
Hon. F. Conznor Hon. M. L. Moss
Hon. D. G. Gowler Hon. C. A. Plesse
Hon, V. Hamersley Hon. A. Sanderson
flon, A. G. Jenkins Hon. C. Sommers
Hon, W. Kingsmill Hon. T. H. Wilding
Hon. R. J. Lynn Houn. J. F. Cullen
Hon. C. AMcKenzic (Peller).
Hon. .. D. McKenzie
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NoES.
Hon. J. W. Eirwan
Hon. F. Davis
(Teiler).

Hon. J. Cornell
Hon. J. E. Dodd
Hon. J. M. Drew

Amendment thus passed.

Amendment (that tbe words proposed
to be inserted be so inserted) put and a
division taken, with the following re-
sl :—

Ayes .. .. .o 16
Noes .. . .. B
Majority for .1
AYES.
Hon. F. Connor "Hon. E. McLarty
Hon, J. F. Cullen Hon., M. L. Moss
Hon. D. G. Gawler Hon. C. A. Plesse
Hon. V. Hamersley Hon. A. SBanderson
Hon. A, G. Jenkins Hon. €. Sommers
Hon., W. Kingsmill Hon. T. H. Wiidiog
Hon. R. J. Lynn Hon. H. P. Colebalch
Hon. C. McKenzie (Teller).
Hor. 1. D. McKenzle
NoEa,
Hon. J. Cornell Hon. J. W. Kirwan
Hon. J. E. Dodd Hon. F. Davls
Hon. J. M. Drew {Teller).

Amendment thus passed.

The PRESIDENT: The question now
is, that the Address-in-reply as amended
he agreed to.

On motion by Hon. F. Connor, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 10.28 p.m,

PALHS.
Hon. R. G. Ardagh
Hon. B. C. O’Brien

Hon. J. D. Connolly
Hon. W. Patrick
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ddress. in-reply, seventh doy

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Minister for Works: 1, Papers
re¢ petition of Jobn Maher for compen-
sation {order on motion by Mr. Dwyer).
2, Amendment of by-laws {schedule 1} of
the Goldfields Water Supply Administra-
tion.

QUESTION — INSANE PATIENTS,
APPLICATIONS FOR RELEASE,
Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON asked the Hon-

orary Minister: 1, Has a petition been
received from a nusber of patients at the
hospital for the insane, Claremont, asking
that any immate who considers limseif
(or herself) unlawfully detained in the
institution should be enabled on applies-
tion to have lis (or her) ease publicly
investigated by a judge of the Supreme
Court, provided the applicant shows
cause to the satisfaction of the judge that
such investigation should he held? 2, 1s
it true that patients in similar tnstitutions
in the State of Victoria have tle privilege
mentioned? 3, In view of the immense
impartanee of this privilege o the un-
fortunnte persons eoncerned, is it the in-
tention of the Government to grant the
renquest of the petitioners?

The HONORARY MINISTER (Hon.
W. C. Angwin) replied: 1, A petition
has been signed by three or four
patients on this matter, and several
patients have written to the judges
of the Supreme Court asking for release.
The letters have been sent on in each case,
and the judges, after making full inquiry,
considered it uunecessary to go any fur-
ther in the matier. No attempt has been
made by the Lunacy authorities to prevent
any case heing fully investigated by the
judges. 2, Yes. 3, Provision already
exists nnder Seciion 107 of The Lunaey
Aect. 1903



